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Abstract
This research aims to explore and analyse the restoration of the Qur'an-based character education system at 
SMAIT (Integrated Islamic Senior High School) Nurul Fajri as an effort to actualize the progress of civilization. 
The main focus of this research is to understand how the values of the Qur'an are integrated into the educational 
curriculum to form the character of students with noble character, as well as their impact on the moral and social 
development of students. The research method used is a qualitative approach with a case study design, which 
allows the researcher to gain an in-depth understanding of the implementation of the character education program 
at SMAIT Nurul Fajri. Data is collected through in-depth interviews, observations, and analysis of relevant 
documents. The results of the study show that the integration of Qur'an values in education at SMAIT Nurul Fajri 
has a positive impact on the formation of students' character. This program has succeeded in creating a learning 
environment that is conducive to the moral and ethical development of students, as well as assisting them in 
internalizing the values of the Qur'an in daily life. In addition, the holistic approach applied includes academic, 
spiritual, and social aspects, all of which contribute to shaping students who have integrity, noble character, and 
are ready to face the challenges of modern civilization. 
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Introduction
In the era of globalization and the industrial revolution 4.0, contemporary civilization 

is undergoing very rapid and dynamic changes. (Shahroom & Hussin, 2018). The development 
of technology, information, and communication has had a significant impact on various aspects 
of life, including the field of education. The rapid advancement of technology and digitalization 
requires the young generation to not only have superior academic skills, but also have a strong 
character as a moral and ethical foundation in facing the challenges of the times (Olteanu & 
Păduroiu, 2010).

Character education is one of the main pillars in forming a generation that is not only 
intellectually intelligent (Yusri et al., 2023; Fadillah et al., 2024) but also has integrity, 
responsibility, independence, and other noble values (Yusmaliana et al., 2023). However, the 
challenges of contemporary civilization, such as the rise of unfiltered information, shifts in 
social values, and social pressure from the digital environment, demand a transformation in 
character education (Sismanto, 2023). The traditional education system that focuses solely on 
cognitive aspects needs to be adjusted to the needs of the times that demand the integration of 
character values in every aspect of education.

The transformation of student character education is crucial in responding to the 
challenges of today's civilization. (Lilis & Agung, 2022). In this context, character education 
is no longer only normative and theoretical, but must be implemented practically and relevant 
to the real conditions faced by students in daily life. This transformation includes a more 
holistic, interactive, and adaptive approach. (Dunwell et al., 2011), which is able to answer the 
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needs of students in the digital era and prepare them to become competent, characterful, and 
ready individuals to face global challenges.

Therefore, research or studies on the transformation of character education in facing the 
challenges of modern civilization today (Dewi & Alam, 2020) It Is important to do. Through 
this transformation, it is hoped that students can develop into individuals with strong character 
and be able to contribute positively to an increasingly complex global society.

Currently, as times develop, education has undergone significant changes. Civilization 
entered the 21st century with the main characteristic in the form of rapid development of digital 
technology and information. The internet, social media, and various other digital platforms 
have become an integral part of daily life (Lendzhova et al., 2022)especially for the younger 
generation. This condition has a positive impact in the form of wider access to information and 
more flexible learning opportunities. (Marpelina et al., 2024). However, on the other hand, this 
development also brings serious challenges, especially related to the character of the nation's 
next generation.

In the social context, the advancement of digital technology (Gregori & Holzmann, 
2020) has influenced young people's mindsets, behaviours, and social interactions(Li & Lan, 
2022). Traditional values that have been upheld, such as mutual cooperation, respect for 
parents, and concern for others, have begun to be eroded by the culture of individualism and 
consumerism that is often promoted by digital media. According to data from the Ministry of 
Communication and Information Technology, internet usage in Indonesia (Nurhayati-Wolff, 
2024) Continues to increase, with over 200 million active users in 2023. This shows that the 
younger generation is particularly vulnerable to outside influences that may not be in line with 
local values and norms.

In addition, technological developments also bring challenges in the form of rampant 
invalid information or hoaxes. (Sakmar & Suyoto, 2021), which is often difficult to distinguish 
from correct information. A survey from the Indonesian Anti-Defamation Society (Mafindo)  
(Ardi et al., 2023)Shows that in 2022, around 64% of Indonesia's teenagers have received false 
information through social media. This condition further exacerbates the character crisis among 
the younger generation, where they become less critical and easily influenced by information 
that cannot be accounted for.

Another phenomenon that is also worrying is the increase in bullying cases, both 
directly and through social media (cyberbullying). Data from the Indonesian Child Protection 
Commission (KPAI) shows that in 2023, cyberbullying cases among adolescents increased by 
30% compared to the previous year (https://bankdata.kpai.go.id/tabulasi-data/data-kasus-
perlindungan-anak-dari-pengaduan-ke-kpai-tahun-2023). Cyberbullying often impacts 
adolescent mental health, such as depression, anxiety, and even encourages extreme actions 
such as suicide.

This shift in values and social norms requires serious attention from various parties, 
especially educational institutions. (Claramita et al., 2022). Schools, which are supposed to be 
a place for good character formation, are sometimes not able to fully keep up with the times. 
A curriculum that focuses too much on the cognitive aspect (Thi Tuyet Van, 2018), often 
overriding character education, which plays an important role in shaping students' personalities 
(Hart, 2022).

Therefore, in facing the challenges of digital civilization in the 21st century, more 
comprehensive efforts are needed in developing character education strategies. Educational 
transformation must be directed not only at improving academic quality but also at 
strengthening students' character. Thus, Indonesia's young generation can grow up to be 
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individuals who are not only intellectually intelligent but also have strong morality and ethics 
in facing global challenges.
1.  Educational Restoration

Educational restoration refers to efforts to restore, repair, or renew an educational system 
that has suffered a decline or deviation from its original goals and values. (Almaguer Prado et 
al., 2012; Barrenechea et al., 2023; Choi et al., 2023). This concept arises from the need to face 
new challenges in the world of education, such as declining quality of education, inequality of 
access, social and cultural changes, as well as the impact of globalization and digitalization. 
Restoring education does not only mean returning to a better condition (Andrade et al., 2022), 
but also includes adapting to the changing times and technological developments, as well as 
reinforcing the basic values of Education (Ferenc, 2020).

The restoration of education is based on the philosophy that education is the basic right of 
every individual. (Azwar et al., 2023) And is the foundation for social, economic, and cultural 
development (Gichuru et al., 2021). Education not only serves to transfer knowledge, but also 
to form character, morality, and social skills necessary in life. (Zhang, 2018). Educational 
restoration aims to restore the focus of education to the formation of a whole human being. 
(Burkhanov & Gagarin, 2020), which includes cognitive, affective, and psychomotor aspects 
(Ekpenyong et al., 2023).
The philosophy of educational restoration also emphasizes the importance of values such as 
justice, equality, and inclusivity. (Mapuya, 2023). Education that has deviated from these 
principles needs to be returned to the right track, where all individuals have an equal 
opportunity to thrive, without discrimination based on social, economic, gender, or cultural 
background.
2. Factors Driving Educational Restoration
Some of the factors that drive the need for educational restoration include:

The first factor, Decline in Education Quality (Dyatlov et al., 2022). The decline in 
education standards in various countries is characterized by low academic achievement of 
students, a lack of competent teachers, and a lack of adequate educational facilities. The second 
factor, Access Inequality (Sá et al., 2022). Inequality in access to education exists between rich 
and poor communities, between urban and rural areas, and between different genders and social 
groups.

The third factor, the impact of globalization (Atta Quainoo et al., 2022).  Globalization has 
brought significant changes in the world of work and social life, requiring the education system 
to adapt in order to prepare the young generation to face global challenges. The fourth factor 
is Technology and Digitalization. The development of information technology has changed the 
way of learning and teaching, but it also brings challenges such as the digital divide and the 
potential negative impact on students' character.

Fifth factor. Social and Cultural Change (Yang et al., 2022). Changes in social values and 
norms, as well as challenges from popular culture and mass media, affect the behavior and 
character of the younger generation, which requires special handling in education
3. Educational Restoration Strategies

To achieve educational restoration, several strategies can be implemented as shown in the 
image below
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Figure 1. Restoration strategy

Based on Figure 1 above, the following explanation can be provided.
a) Curriculum Reform (Jung Hee & Choi, 2022). Developing a curriculum that is more 

relevant to the needs of the times, which not only focuses on academic aspects but also on 
character development, life skills, and social understanding.

b) Strengthening the Role of Teachers (Dudiyono et al., 2023). Optimizing the role of 
teachers as educators and supervisors, as well as improving their quality and competence 
through continuous training.

c)  Inclusion and Equity (Bengtsson & Bolander, 2020; Scott, 2020). Ensure that all children 
have equal access to quality education, without discrimination. This also includes increased 
access to education in remote and marginalized areas.

d) Technology Integration (Cuhadar, 2018; Tosuntaş et al., 2019). Use technology wisely in 
the educational process, while still considering ethical aspects and its social impact, and 
narrowing the digital divide.

e) Revitalization of Moral Values (Wish & Paciana, 2019; Syaputra et al., 2020). Returning 
the focus of education to the formation of important character and moral values, such as 
honesty, cooperation, and social responsibility

Research Methodology
This research uses a qualitative approach (Cheron et al., 2022; Fadillah et al., 2025) With 

a case study design to deeply understand the restoration process of the Qur'an-based character 
education system at SMAIT Nurul Fajri. The qualitative approach was chosen because it is 
able to explore the perceptions, experiences, and views of various parties involved in the 
educational process, such as teachers, students, and school management (Ridder, 2017). 
Through this approach, researchers can explore how Qur'anic values are applied in daily life in 
schools and how the process affects the formation of students' character.

This research involves various data collection methods, such as in-depth interviews, 
participatory observation. (Löhr et al., 2020), and document analysis, to get a comprehensive 
overview of character education practices in this school. Thus, this research is expected to make 
a significant contribution to understanding how the concept of character education based on 
Qur'anic values can be integrated and restored in the modern education system, as well as how 
it can face the challenges of contemporary civilization.

Results and Discussion
Revitalization of Qur'anic Character Education to Face the Challenges of Modern 
Civilization

The Integrated Islamic School (SIT), located in Cikarang, Indonesia, combines religious 
and general education in its curriculum, and prioritizes the use of digital technology as part of 
the learning process. Through a blend of modern technology and solid Islamic values, the 
school offers an educational experience relevant to the challenges of the 21st century, while 
maintaining a commitment to the formation of civil society in a "post-modern" context. Socio-
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religious contextual approach (Brooks & Mutohar, 2018) adopted by SMAIT Nurul Fajri 
reflects the school's commitment to the development of holistic education in accordance with 
the concept of 21st century learning.

SMAIT Nurul Fajri has developed an educational concept with an integrated, sustainable, 
and comprehensive curriculum. The main goal of this concept is to shape students into a 
generation of rabbani who not only have strong religious knowledge, but also understand social 
sciences and sciences, while still maintaining their main character, which is noble morals.

In her learning process, Nurul Fajri always emphasizes Islamic cultural values. Values 
such as honesty, responsibility, respect for others, as well as greetings and greetings, are the 
main pillars of education at this school. These values are not only taught theoretically, but also 
applied in the daily lives of students, shaping them into individuals of noble character and 
character. It is clearly illustrated in the picture below about the general curriculum of SMAIT 
Nurul Fajri.

Figure 2. Curriculum Nurul Fajri

The diagram 1 illustrates the curriculum structure of SMAIT Nurul Fajri, emphasizing 
the integration of both religious and general education components. The curriculum is designed 
to address the holistic development of students, incorporating key areas such as Islamic 
education, social sciences, sciences, technology, and character development. Here’s a detailed 
explanation of the diagram and its relevance to the transformation of character education in 
response to contemporary civilization challenges in higher education:
1. Core Curriculum Components.

1) Islamic Education. This component includes subjects like Al-Qur'an and Hadits, Fiqh, 
Aqidah Akhlak, and the History of Islamic Culture. It ensures that students are grounded 
in Islamic principles, which are critical for moral and ethical development.

2) Social Sciences. Subjects such as Geography, History, Sociology, and Economics are 
included to provide students with a comprehensive understanding of the world around 
them and the societal dynamics that influence human behaviour.

3) Science. This component includes Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, and Biology, which 
are essential for fostering critical thinking and problem-solving skills.

2. Supporting Components.
1) Technology and Information. Subjects such as Information and Communication 

Technology (ICT), Computers and Programming, and the Use of Technology in Learning 
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equip students with the necessary technological skills to navigate and succeed in the 
modern digital world.

2) Character Development. Focused on instilling values such as honesty, responsibility, 
respect for others, greetings, and goodbyes, this component is essential for shaping 
students into morally upright individuals.

3) Extracurricular Activities. Activities like sports, arts, social activities, and participation 
in student organizations (OSIS) provide students with opportunities to apply their 
knowledge and skills in real-world situations, fostering teamwork, leadership, and social 
responsibility.

3. Relevance to the Transformation of Character Education.
1) Integration of Moral Values. The curriculum integrates Islamic education with general 

education, ensuring that students not only excel academically but also develop strong 
moral character. This is crucial in responding to the ethical challenges posed by 
contemporary civilization, where rapid technological advancements and globalization 
often lead to moral ambiguity.

2) Holistic Development. By including character development and extracurricular activities 
as core components, the curriculum addresses the need for a well-rounded education. 
This approach is vital in higher education, where students must be prepared not only with 
technical skills but also with the character and ethical judgment necessary to navigate 
complex societal challenges.

3) Response to Technological Advancements. The emphasis on technology and information 
reflects an understanding of the critical role that technology plays in modern civilization. 
Educating students in ICT and programming ensures that they are equipped to leverage 
technology ethically and effectively, which is a significant aspect of contemporary higher 
education.
In sum up, the diagram represents a curriculum that is well-aligned with the goals of 

transforming character education to meet the demands of contemporary civilization. By 
blending religious principles with general education and technological literacy, SMAIT Nurul 
Fajri prepares its students to be not only knowledgeable but also morally and ethically 
responsible citizens, ready to contribute positively to society.

Discussion
Implementation of Qur'an-Based Character Education Restoration at SMAIT Nurul 
Fajri

This study identifies the key role of teachers and school staff in conveying and applying 
the values of the Qur'an to students. SMAIT Nurul Fajri teachers have proven to be effective 
agents of change in strengthening the formation of students' character. By developing creative 
and interactive teaching methods, they succeeded in instilling the moral and ethical values 
contained in the Qur'an in an engaging and meaningful way for students. Overall, Islamic 
values and teachings reflect a positive attitude towards life. This can be understood from the 
teachings of the Prophet and the Qur'an, which basically, that life as a place of devotion to God 
must be used as an expression of the struggle towards a pure religion. In the Islamic view, the 
form of life that should be built and developed is a harmonious life between the essence of life 
itself and the society that is the subject.

Based on the results of interviews conducted with the Principal of SMAIT Nurul Fajri, 
the researcher also highlighted the vision and mission of SMAIT Nurul Fajri which reflects the 
school's commitment to do something right with the intention of Allah SWT, providing 
educational services based on IMTAQ, science and technology, and Social da'wah, and SMAIT 



LEX LOCALIS-JOURNAL OF LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT 
ISSN:1581-5374 E-ISSN:1855-363X  
VOL. 23, NO. 11(2025)

2017

Nurul Fajri also always develops ideas related to learning skills and educational assessment in 
the 21st century. SMAIT Nurul Fajri is committed to graduating students who are part of the 
rabbani generation; Righteous, intelligent, accomplished, and noble. This approach is in 
accordance with the goal of character education restoration based on the Qur'an, which includes 
the application of religious values in the context of daily life (Drafting Team of the Ministry 
of Religion of the Republic of Indonesia, 2019). 

The implementation of the Qur'an-based character education system implemented at 
SMAIT Nurul Fajri includes several aspects that are integral in shaping students' character in 
accordance with Islamic teachings. Here are some of the implementation points carried out in 
the school. 

Integration of Qur'an Values in the Curriculum. SMAIT Nurul Fajri has successfully 
integrated the values of the Qur'an in their academic curriculum. Subject matter such as the 
study of Islamic religion, morals, and the Arabic language not only discusses theoretical 
aspects, but also provides an in-depth understanding of the moral values contained in the 
Qur'an.

Problem-Based Learning Approach. The school implements a problem-based learning 
approach that allows students to apply the values of the Qur'an in real-life situations. Through 
group discussions and problem-based projects, students are invited to understand and 
internalize Islamic teachings in a practical way.

Religious-oriented extracurricular activities. SMAIT Nurul Fajri organizes various 
religious-oriented extracurricular activities, such as recitations, yellow book studies, and 
da'wah activities. This activity provides space for students to deepen their Islamic teachings 
and strengthen their religious identity. As a figure below.

Table 1. Character Development Program at SMAIT Nurul Fajri
Aspect Details
Focus Area Academic, Attitude, and Behaviour Development
Institution SMAIT Nurul Fajri
Program Character Development Program
Material BPI (Islamic Education Development)
Schedule Every Monday
Values Developed Patience

-Honesty
-Helpfulness
- Responsibility

Teaching Basis Teachings of the Qur'an

Attitude and Behaviour Development. In addition to focusing on the academic aspect. 
SMAIT Nurul Fajri also pays great attention to the development of students' attitudes and 
behaviours. Through the character development program on BPI (Islamic Education 
Development) material which is routinely carried out every Monday, in this BPI activity 
students are taught to develop values such as patience, honesty, help, and a sense of 
responsibility in accordance with the teachings of the Qur'an.

 Supervision and Personal Development. Teachers and school staff are actively involved 
in the supervision and personal development of students. They not only play the role of 
teachers, but also as role models who inspire students to practice the values of the Qur'an in 
their daily lives.
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Challenges have also been identified in the implementation of the Qur'an-based character 
education system, including the lack of adequate resources and support, as well as difficulties 
in integrating Qur'anic values into the existing curriculum. Nevertheless, this research 
highlights that these restoration efforts have great potential to form a responsible, moral, and 
ethical generation, and provide a solid foundation in building a just and cultured society.

The restoration of the Qur'an-based character education system in the face of complex 
moral and social challenges is a very relevant and promising approach in the modern context. 
To clarify this concept, several educational and moral theories support this idea.

The theory of character education is rooted in the idea that education not only serves to 
develop cognitive abilities, but also to shape students' morals and ethics. Character education 
aims to develop good habits and virtues in students, such as honesty, justice, and responsibility. 
When Qur'anic values are integrated in education, students are taught to internalize the 
universal moral values contained in the Qur'an, which include honesty, compassion, patience, 
and justice. According to Thomas Lickona, an expert on character education, education should 
include "knowing the good, desiring the good, and doing the good," which means education 
should teach knowledge about moral values, motivate students to desire those values, and help 
them apply them in their daily lives.

Furthermore, the theory of educational integration emphasizes the importance of 
comprehensively incorporating various aspects of knowledge and values into the curriculum. 
In this context, the integration of Qur'anic values into the education system is a form of 
application of this theory, where education not only focuses on mastering academic knowledge 
but also on the moral and spiritual development of students. This holistic approach helps to 
create an educational environment that not only educates the brain, but also the heart and soul. 
This approach is also in accordance with the holistic concept of Islamic education, where 
education includes intellectual, spiritual, emotional, and social aspects.

Contextual education teaches students to relate their learning to real-life and social 
contexts around them. The restoration of the Qur'an-based character education system is 
contextual means that the values taught are not only theoretical but also relevant to the 
challenges of modern times. The Qur'an contains many teachings that are relevant to 
contemporary issues, such as ethics in science and technology, social justice, and the 
environment. With this approach, students not only learn Islamic values, but also how to apply 
them in the complex context of modern life.

Innovative educational theories underscore the importance of new and creative 
approaches in the educational process to answer the challenges of the times. The restoration of 
the Qur'an-based character education system, if carried out with innovation and adaptation to 
the times, can direct students to think critically, explore science, and develop solutions to 
contemporary problems. The Qur'an itself encourages humans to use reason and critical 
thinking skills, which is in line with the goal of modern education to develop innovative 
thinking and problem-solving skills.

According to civilization theory, education is the main tool for transferring cultural and 
moral values from one generation to the next, as well as for developing individual capacities 
in contributing to the progress of civilization. In this context, Qur'an-based education not only 
serves to transfer Islamic values but also to form a generation that is able to bring civilization 
to progress based on morality, integrity, and justice. Thus, the restoration of the Qur'an-based 
character education system is an effort to ensure that education not only maintains traditional 
values, but also prepares students to play an active role in building a better civilization in the 
future.
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Conclusion 
The importance of restoring the Qur'an-based character education system in facing moral 

and social challenges in the modern era. This restoration aims to integrate the values of the 
Qur'an into education, building a civilization based on morality, integrity, and justice. This 
approach is in line with the theories of character, integration, contextual, innovative, and 
civilized education, all of which emphasize the importance of education in shaping students' 
personalities and preparing them to contribute positively to society.

With a holistic approach that includes academic, spiritual, and social aspects, SMAIT 
Nurul Fajri is an example of the application of Qur'anic values-based education that 
successfully helps students internalize moral teachings in daily life. This integration is not only 
about maintaining traditional values, but also stimulating innovation and creativity, in line with 
the Qur'an's encouragement to think critically and explore science. This restoration is expected 
to create a generation that is not only noble in character, but also able to answer the challenges 
of modern times and play a role in the progress of civilization.
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