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Research Summary

This research explores the Sheikhs of Imam Ibn Qutaybah al-Dinawari, from whom he narrated in his renowned book
Gharib al-Hadith. This work is considered one of the earliest books that combined the explanation of obscure terms
in the Prophetic traditions (Hadith) with the use of language to serve the Hadith sciences. The study focused on
identifying the names of the Sheikhs Ibn Qutaybah cited in his book, analyzing their scholarly and Hadith-related
status, and understanding his method of narration and selection of their transmissions.

The researcher employed an inductive-analytical approach, collecting the names of the Sheikhs from various locations
within the book, and then relying on biographical and critical evaluation sources (tarajim and al-jarh wa al-ta‘dil) to
document and assess their scholarly rank. The study also analyzed Ibn Qutaybah’s style in dealing with his Sheikhs,
highlighting the nature of his relationship with them and their influence on shaping his scholarly personality.

The research concluded that Ibn Qutaybah relied on a number of trustworthy and distinguished scholars in the fields
of language and Hadith, and that he was precise in selecting narrations, combining transmission with critical
reasoning. This reflects a conscious scholarly character that aims to merge narration with analysis. The study
contributes to revealing the sources of Ibn Qutaybah’s knowledge, showcases his accuracy in learning, and adds a
significant building block to foundational studies of gharib and Hadith literature in Islamic heritage.

Keywords: Sheikhs, Ibn Qutaybah, Gharib al-Hadith, Narrated from Them

Introduction

All praise is due to Allah; we praise Him, seek His help and forgiveness. We seek refuge in Allah
from the evils of our own selves and from our misdeeds. Whomever Allah guides, none can
misguide; and whomever He misguides, none can guide. | bear witness that there is no deity
worthy of worship except Allah, alone without partner, and | bear witness that Muhammad is His
servant and Messenger.

O you who have believed, fear Allah as He should be feared and do not die except as “Muslims”
)Surah Aal Imran (3:102

“O mankind, fear your Lord, who created you from one soul and created from it its mate and
dispersed from both of them many men and women. And fear Allah, through whom you ask one
another, and the wombs. Indeed, Allah is ever, over you, an Observer”.

)Surah An-Nisa (2-4:1

“O you who have believed, fear Allah and speak words of appropriate justice. He will [then]
amend for you your deeds and forgive you your sins. And whoever obeys Allah and His
Messenger has certainly attained a great attainment”.
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)Surah Al-Ahzab (33:70

To proceed:

The truest of speech is the Book of Allah, and the best of guidance is the guidance of Muhammad
(peace and blessings be upon him). The worst of affairs are newly invented matters (in religion);
every innovation is misguidance, and every misguidance leads to the Fire.

May blessings and peace be upon the noblest of messengers, the seal of the prophets, Muhammad
al-Mustafa, and upon his family, his companions, and all those who follow them with
righteousness and call to their path until the Day of Judgment.

After this:

The book Gharib al-Hadith by Imam Ibn Qutaybah al-Dinawart is considered one of the most
prominent works that brings together linguistic sciences and Hadith sciences. In this work, the
author aimed to explain obscure terms found in Prophetic traditions, relying on the sayings of
scholars and narrators from whom he acquired knowledge. The book contains the names of a
number of Sheikhs and narrators whom lIbn Qutaybah cited, but their identities, scholarly and
Hadith credentials, and the methodology he followed in transmitting from them have not received
sufficient attention in contemporary studies.

From this need arose the idea for this research: to shed light on the Sheikhs of 1bn Qutaybah
mentioned in his book, aiming to compile their names, determine their status as Hadith narrators,
explore their role in shaping his scholarly character, and understand his methodology in utilizing
their transmissions. This contributes to preserving Islamic heritage and enhancing our
understanding of the knowledge sources of Ibn Qutaybah.
Research Problem:
The problem of the research lies in the fact that, despite the significant importance of Ibn Qutaybah
al-Dinawari’s book Gharib al-Hadith in serving the fields of Hadith and language, the Sheikhs
from whom he narrated in this book have not been comprehensively studied in terms of their
identities, their impact on his scholarly development, and their Hadith status. This makes it
essential to trace their names, analyze their personalities, and understand Ibn Qutaybah’s
methodology in benefiting from them, in order to reveal his scholarly precision and method of
transmission.
Research Significance:
1-Documenting Ibn Qutaybah’s Sheikhs: Knowing who the Sheikhs Ibn Qutaybah

relied upon in his narration of Hadith will contribute to evaluating the strength of the chains of
narration and the authenticity of the transmitted reports.

2-Linking Linguistics and Hadith Sciences: The book highlights the connection between
the science of ghareeb (obscure terms) and the noble Hadith, illustrating how Ibn Qutaybah served
the Arabic language through his work on the Prophetic traditions.

3-Understanding Ibn Qutaybah’s Critical Approach: Analyzing his choices of Sheikhs and
his handling of narrations can offer insight into his critical methodology for accepting or rejecting
narrations.

4-Contributing to the Preservation of Gharib al-Hadith Heritage: This research represents
a step forward in studying this important book and paves the way for an encyclopedic work on
the narrators and Sheikhs found in Gharib al-Hadith literature
Research Questions:
The focus of this research will revolve around the following questions:
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1-Who are the Sheikhs relied upon by Ibn Qutaybah in his book Gharib al-Hadith?
2-What are the scholarly and Hadith-related attributes of these Sheikhs?
Research Objectives:
1-To compile the names of Ibn Qutaybah’s Sheikhs from whom he narrated in his book
Gharib al-Hadith.
2-To study the scholarly and Hadith-related status of these Sheikhs.
Research Methodology:
1-Inductive Method:
o This involves collecting the names of the Sheikhs mentioned by Ibn Qutaybah in his book
Gharib al-Hadith and tracing the references where they are mentioned.
2-Analytical Method:
oThis method focuses on analyzing the scholarly and Hadith-related status of each teacher
mentioned by Ibn Qutaybah.
3-Documentary Method:
oThis involves authenticating the names of the Sheikhs by referring to biographical and
critical works such as Tahdhib al-Kamal, Siyar A’lam al-Nubala, and Mizan al-I’tidal.
4-Thematic Organization:
eThe Sheikhs will be categorized based on their importance, chronological order, or
alphabetically.

Previous Studies:
Although there has been no specialized study directly and independently addressing the Sheikhs
of 1bn Qutaybah in his book Gharib al-Hadith, there are some studies that have partially addressed
this aspect or discussed the author and the book from other perspectives, including:
1-Studies on Ibn Qutaybah and his Heritage.
eSome researchers have devoted their efforts to studying Ibn Qutaybah al-Dinawari’s
methodology, his works, and his contributions to the sciences of language and Hadith. Notable
studies include:
elbn Qutaybah and His Efforts in Serving the Prophetic Tradition — which touched upon
some of his narrations and Sheikhs in general.
2-Studies on Gharib al-Hadith Book
eThere have been academic works that focused on explaining Gharib al-Hadith by Ibn
Qutaybah in comparison with other scholars like al-Khattabi and al-Harawi, but these studies did
not go into detail about the narrators and Sheikhs Ibn Qutaybah relied on.
eExample: The Linguistic Method in Gharib al-Hadith by Ibn Qutaybah — which focused
on the linguistic aspect and only briefly mentioned the Sheikhs.
3-Research on the Sheikhs of Scholars in Gharib or Hadith Books:
eSome studies have been conducted on the Sheikhs of Hadith scholars in their books, but
these studies focused on different figures, such as:
eThe Sheikhs of al-Khattabi in Ma’alim al-Sunan.
eThe Sheikhs of al-Daraqutni in Sunan al-Daraqutni.

Translation of Imam Ibn Qutaybah al-Dinawart:
His Name and Kuniyah:

He is Abu Muhammad Abdullah ibn Muslim ibn Qutaybah al-Dinawari, known as Ibn Qutaybah.
He is one of the prominent figures of the third century AH (Hijri). He was a scholar, jurist, critic,
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and linguistic writer. He was born in 213 AH, which corresponds to 828 CE, during the final years
of Caliph al-Ma’mun’s reign, according to historians. Historical sources differ regarding the city
of his birth. Al-Khatib, al-Samargandi, and al-Qifti stated that he was born in Baghdad. Refer to
Tarikh Baghdad (11/411, edited by Bashar), Al-Ansab by al-Samarqandi (4/452), Inbah al-Rawata
’ala Inbah al-Nuhat (2/143), and Al-Nahaya (357). However, Ibn al-Nadim and Ibn al-Anbart
stated that he was born in Kufa. Refer to Al-Fahrist (1/235) and Nuzhat al-Alba’ fi Tabaqat al-
Adaba’ (p.159). He grew up in Baghdad, learned from its scholars, and spent most of his life there.
He also served as a judge in Dinawar, a city near Qarmisin, about twenty farsakhs (a measure of
distance) from Hamadhan. He lived there for a period, which led to him being attributed to
Dinawar. Al-Suyiiti mentions in his Tarikh al-Khulafa’ that Muslims conquered Dinawar during
the caliphate of Umar ibn al-Khattab (may Allah be pleased with him) in the year 22 AH (Tarikh
al-Khulafa’ p.107). Dinawar is located in the northeastern part of Kermanshah in western Iran.

His Origin and Lineage:

Ibn Qutaybah’s family originally came from the Persian city of Merv. Refer to Ta’wil Mushkil al-
Qur’an (p.6). His lineage is traced back to his grandfather, Qutaybah, which is why he is called
al-Qutaybi or al-Qutbi. Al-Samargandi states: “Al-Qutbi, with a raised qaf and a broken ba’, refers
to the lineage of his grandfather, Qutaybah, who was from the tribe of Bahilah. The famous name
with this lineage is Abu Muhammad Abdullah ibn Muslim ibn Qutaybah al-Dinawari, the writer.”
(Al-Ansab by al-Samarqandi, 4/451).

The term al-Marwazi refers to his origin from Merv, as he hailed from there. (‘Uytin al-Akhbar
1/8). As for al-Dinawari, it refers to the city of Dinawar located in the Kurdistan region near
Qarmisin (Kermanshah), which was the center of the Kurdish Hasanid dynasty. It is located in the
mountains and was the base for the Hasanid Emirate. (Ta’rif bil-Amakin al-Waridah fi al-Bidayah
wa al-Nihayah by Ibn Kathir, 1/195).
He maintained a close relationship with al-Khaqgani, Abu al-Hasan ‘Ubayd Allah ibn Yahya, who
was the minister of al-Mutawakkil until the year 247 AH. He appointed Ibn Qutaybah as the judge
in Dinawar, where he served from 232 to 247 AH during the caliphate of al-Mutawakkil.
Afterward, Ibn Qutaybah returned to Baghdad and was thus attributed to Dinawar, becoming
known as al-Dinawart
Praise of Ibn Qutaybah by Scholars:
Here are some statements from scholars praising Ibn Qutaybah:

1-Al-Khatib al-Baghdadi said: “He was trustworthy, devout, virtuous, and the author of
famous works and well-known books.” (Tarikh Baghdad, edited by Bashar,). 411/11, 5262
2-1bn al-Nadim said: “He was truthful in what he narrated, knowledgeable in language, grammar,
the strange words of the Qur’an, its meanings, poetry, and jurisprudence, and prolific in writing
and composition.” (Al-Fahrist,). 236/1

3-Ibn Hazm said: “He was trustworthy in his religion and knowledge.” (Al-Muhalla bil-
Athar,). 13/6

4-1bn Khallikan said: “He was virtuous and trustworthy.” (Wafayat al-A’yan,

).42/3

5-Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn Ubayd Allah al-Ansari, Abu al-Barakat said: “He
was virtuous in language, grammar, and poetry, and proficient in various sciences.” (Nuzhat al-
Alba’ fi Tabaqat al-Adaba’, p.160)

6-Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn al-Azhari al-Harawi, Abu Mansur said: “I have

never seen anyone who would refute him on honesty.” (Tahdhib al-Lughah). 27/1
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7-Muhammad ‘Afeef al-Din ibn Abdullah al-Marjani said: “He was a trustworthy Hadith
narrator.” (Bahjat al-Nufus wa al-Asrar f1 Tarikh Dar Hijrat al-Nabit al-Mukhtar,). 16/1

His Death

Ibn Qutaybah passed away during the time of the early morning in the month of Rajab in the year
276AH. Just as there was disagreement about the place of his birth, there was also disagreement
about the year of his death. His death occurred suddenly: he cried out loudly, a sound heard from
a distance, then fainted and passed away. Some say he ate some hareesa (a dish) and was affected
by a fever, then cried out loudly again before fainting until midday. He regained consciousness
for a short while and then became restless, calming down slowly. He continued reciting the
testimony of faith (tashahhud) until dawn before he passed away, may Allah have mercy on him.
(Wafayat al-A’yan,). 43/3

The Trusted Shaykhs from Whom Ibn Qutaybah Narrated in His Book Gharib al-Hadith
1-Ahmad ibn Nasr ibn Ziyad al-Qurashi, Abt ‘Abd Allah al-Nisabiiri

A Qur’an reciter, jurist, and ascetic.

He narrated from: Ishaq ibn Rahwayh, Abti Usamah Hammad ibn Usamah, Sulayman ibn Harb,
Abu Bakr ‘Abd Allah ibn Muhammad ibn Abi Shaybah, Abi Nu'aym al-Fadl ibn Dukkayn,
Muhammad ibn ‘Ubayd al-Tanafist, and many others.

Narrated by: al-Tirmidhi, al-Nasa'i, ‘Ali ibn Harb al-Mawsili (who was older than him),
Muhammad ibn Isma‘1l al-Bukhart (outside of al-Jami‘), Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj (outside of al-
Sahth), and also by ‘Abd Allah ibn Muslim ibn Qutaybah al-Dinawari. However, al-Mizz1 did not
mention him in his work.

Sources: Gharib al-Hadith (1/590), Tahdhib al-Kamal (1/498, no. 117).

Ibn Hajar said: “He was trustworthy, a jurist, and a hafiz from the eleventh generation. He died in
the year 245 AH”.

Sources: al-Kashif (1/204, no. 94), Taqrib al-Tahdhib (p. 85, no. 117).

2-Abu al-Fadl al-‘Abbas ibn al-Faraj al-Riyashi, A client of Muhammad ibn Sulayman al-
Hashimi.

He narrated from: Abt Dawiid Sulayman ibn Dawid al-Tayalisi, Abt ‘Asim al-Dahhak ibn
Mukhlad, ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Qurayb al-Asma‘l, Musaddad ibn Musarhad, Mas‘ad ibn Bishr,
Muslim ibn Ibrahim, and many others.

Narrated by: Abt Dawtd (regarding the explanation of camel teeth), Ibrahim ibn Ishaq al-Harbi,
Ahmad ibn ‘Abbad, ‘Abd Allah ibn Muhammad ibn Abi al-Dunya, ‘Abd Allah ibn Muhammad
ibn Yasin al-Baghdadi, and ‘Abd Allah ibn Muslim ibn Qutaybah al-Dinawari.

Source: Tahdhib al-Kamal (14/234, no. 3133).

Ibn Hajar said: “He was trustworthy from the eleventh generation. He was martyred by the Zanj
in the year 257 AH”.

Source: Taqrib al-Tahdhib (p. 293, no. 3181).

3-Ishaq ibn Ibrahim ibn Habib ibn al-Shahid al-Shahidi, Abt Ya'qiib al-Basr1

He narrated from: his father Ibrahim ibn Habib ibn al-Shahid, Bishr ibn al-Mufaddal, Hafs ibn
Ghiyath, ‘Abdah ibn Sulayman, Abii Mu‘awiyah Muhammad ibn Khazim al-Darir, Yahya ibn
Hamid al-Tawil, and many others.

Narrated by: Abii Dawid in al-Marasil and elsewhere, al-Tirmidhi, al-Nasa'1, Ibn Majah, his son
Ibrahim ibn Ishaq ibn Ibrahim al-Shahidi, Aba Bakr Muhammad ibn Ishaq ibn Khuzaymah, and
also by ‘Abd Allah ibn Muslim ibn Qutaybah al-Dinawari. However, al-Mizz1 did not mention
him in his work.

Sources: Gharib al-Hadith (2/232), Tahdhib al-Kamal (2/361, no. 324).
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Ibn Hajar said: “He was trustworthy from the tenth generation. He died in the year 257 AH”.
Sources: al-Kashif (1/233, no. 270), Taqrib al-Tahdhib (p. 98, no. 324).

4-Ishaq ibn Ibrahim ibn Mukhlad ibn Ibrahim ibn Matar al-Hanzali, Abl Ya‘qub al-Marwazi,
also known as Ibn Rahwayh, a resident of Naysabiir.

He narrated from: Isma‘il ibn ‘Ulayyah, Abii Usamah Hammad ibn Usamah, Sufyan ibn
‘Uyaynah, ‘Abd Allah ibn al-Mubarak, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Mahdi, ‘Abd al-Razzaq ibn
Hammam al-San‘ani, and many others.

Narrated by: all of the Six (except Ibn Majah), Ahmad ibn Sa‘id al-Darimi, Ahmad ibn Hanbal
(his peer), Bagiyyah ibn al-Walid (his shaykh), his son Muhammad ibn Ishaq ibn Rahwayh, Yahya
ibn Ma‘1n (his peer), and also by “Abd Allah ibn Muslim ibn Qutaybah al-Dinawari.

Sources: Gharib al-Hadith (1/162), Tahdhib al-Kamal (2/373, no. 332).

Ibn Hajar said: “He was a trustworthy hafiz and independent jurist, a peer of Ahmad ibn Hanbal.
Abiu Dawud noted that his memory changed slightly before his death. He died in 238 AH”.
Sources: al-Kashif (1/233, no. 276), Taqrib al-Tahdhib (p. 99, no. 332).

5-Zayd ibn Akhzam al-Ta’1 al-Nabhani, Aba Talib al-Basri,

a hafiz.

He narrated from: Sulayman ibn Dawiid al-Tayalisi, Abt ‘Asim al-Dahhak ibn Mukhlad, ‘Abd
al-Rahman ibn Mahdi, Yahya ibn Sa‘id al-Qattan, Yazid ibn Hartin, Ya'qab ibn Ibrahim ibn Sa‘d,
and many others.

Narrated by: all of the Six except Muslim, Zakariyya ibn Yahya al-Saji, Abt Bakr “Abd Allah ibn
Muhammad ibn Abi al-Dunya, Abt Hatim Muhammad ibn Idris al-Razi, Aba Bakr Muhammad
ibn Ishaq ibn Khuzaymah, and also by ‘Abd Allah ibn Muslim ibn Qutaybah al-Dinawari —
though al-Mizzi did not mention him in his work.

Sources: Gharib al-Hadith (1/270), Tahdhib al-Kamal (10/5, no. 2085).

Ibn Hajar said: “He was a trustworthy hafiz from the eleventh generation. He was martyred in the
Zanj uprising in Basra in the year 257 AH”.

Sources: al-Kashif (1/414, no. 1719), Taqrib al-Tahdhib (p. 221, no. 2114).

6-Ziyad ibn Yahya ibn Ziyad ibn Hassan ibn “Abd Allah al-Hasani, Abt al-Khattab al-NakkarT,
al-Adani, al-Bas1”

He narrated from: Bishr ibn al-Mufaddal, Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah, Abt Dawtd Sulayman ibn
Dawid al-Tayalist, ‘Abd al-Wahhab al-Thaqafi, Mu‘tamir ibn Sulayman, Mu ammal ibn Isma1l,
and many others.

Narrated by: the compilers of the Six Books, Abii Bakr ‘Abd Allah ibn Muhammad ibn Abf al-
Dunya, Abt Hatim Muhammad ibn Idris al-Razi, Abt Bakr Muhammad ibn Ishaq ibn
Khuzaymah, Muhammad ibn Jarir al-TabarT, and also ‘Abd Allah ibn Muslim ibn Qutaybah al-
Dinawari — although al-Mizz1 did not mention him in his work.

Sources: Gharib al-Hadith (1/287), Tahdhib al-Kamal (9/523, no. 2073).

Ibn Hajar said: “Trustworthy, of the tenth generation. He died in the year 254 AH”.

Sources: al-Kashif (1/413, no. 1712), Taqrib al-Tahdhib (p. 221, no. 2104).

7-Shababah ibn Sawwar al-Fazari, their mawla, Abt ‘Amr al-Mada’in1.

He narrated from: Isra’1l ibn Yunus ibn Abt Ishaq al-Sabi‘1, Shu‘bah ibn al-Hajjaj, al-Layth ibn
Sa‘d, Mubarak ibn Fadalah, and Yiinus ibn Abi Ishaq al-Sabi'1.

Narrated by: Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Ishaq ibn Rahwayh, Abii Khaythamah Zuhayr ibn Harb, Abi
Bakr “Abd Allah ibn Muhammad ibn Abi Shaybah, ‘Al ibn al-Madini, Mahmiid ibn Ghaylan,
Yahya ibn Ma ', and also by ‘Abd Allah ibn Muslim ibn Qutaybah al-Dinawari — though al-
Mizzi did not mention him in his work.

Sources: Gharib al-Hadith (2/95), Tahdhib al-Kamal (12/343, no. 2684).
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Ibn Hajar said: “Trustworthy hafiz, accused of irja’. Of the ninth generation. He died in 206 AH”.
Sources: al-Kashif (1/477, no. 2229), Taqrib al-Tahdhib (p. 263, no. 2733).

8-Ubdah ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Ubdah al-Khuza1 al-Saffar, Abt Sahl al-Basri, originally from
Kifah.

He narrated from: Ja'far ibn ‘Awn, Husayn ibn ‘Alf al-Ju‘fi, Riih ibn ‘Ubadah, Abi ‘Asim al-
Dahhak ibn Mukhlad, Yazid ibn Hartin, Abti Dawiid al-Tayalis1, and many others.

Narrated by: the compilers of the Six Books except Muslim, Abii Ishaq Ibrahim ibn Fahd ibn
Hakim al-Saji, Zakariyya ibn Yahya al-Saji, Aba Hatim al-Razi, Aba Bakr Muhammad ibn Ishaq
ibn Khuzaymah, and also by ‘Abd Allah ibn Muslim ibn Qutaybah al-Dinawari — although al-
Mizz1 did not mention him.

Sources: Gharib al-Hadith (1/257), Tahdhib al-Kamal (18/537, no. 3616).

Ibn Hajar said: “Trustworthy, of the eleventh generation. He died in 258 AH”.

Sources: al-Kashif (1/677, no. 3528), Taqrib al-Tahdhib (p. 369, no. 4272).

9-Muhammad ibn ‘Ubayd ibn ‘Abd al-Malik al-Asadi, Abi ‘Abd Allah al-Hamadhani al-Jallab.
He narrated from: Isma‘1l ibn ‘Ulayyah, Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah, Shababah ibn Sawwar, Abu
Mu‘awiyah Muhammad ibn Khazim al-Darir, Muhammad ibn ‘Ubayd al-Tanafisi, Yazid ibn
Hartin, and many others.

Narrated by: al-Tirmidhi, AbG Hatim Muhammad ibn Idris al-Razi, Muhammad ibn Misa al-
Halwani, Muhammad ibn Nasr al-Qattan Mamiis, Muhammad ibn Yazid ibn Majah (not in al-
Sunan), and also by ‘Abd Allah ibn Muslim ibn Qutaybah al-Dinawari — although al-Mizzi did
not mention him in his work.

Sources: Gharib al-Hadith (1/201), Tahdhib al-Kamal (26/63, no. 5443).

Ibn Hajar said: “Trustworthy, of the tenth generation. He died in 243 AH”.

Sources: al-Kashif (2/198, no. 5031), Taqrib al-Tahdhib (p. 495, no. 6117).

10-Muhammad ibn Dawiid ibn Rizq ibn Dawiid ibn Najah ibn ‘Umayr al-Mihri, Abt ‘Abd Allah
ibn Abt Najah al-Iskandarani.

He narrated from: His father Abl Juhayfah Dawiid ibn Abi Najah, Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah, Damrah
ibn Rabi‘ah, Abt ‘Abd al-Rahman ‘Abd Allah ibn Rashid (who is Ibn Abi Rifa ah al-Iskandarant,
the ascetic), ‘Abd Allah ibn Wahb, Abt Mutarrif ‘Iyad ibn Mukhariq al-Iskandarani, and many
others.

Narrated by: Abii Dawtiid, al-Nasa'1 in ‘Amal al-Yawm wa-al-Laylah, Abt Bakr ‘Abd Allah ibn
Abi Dawud, ‘Abd Allah ibn Muhammad ibn Yunus al-Samnani, Muhammad ibn al-Harith, and
also by ‘Abd Allah ibn Muslim ibn Qutaybah al-Dinawari — although al-Mizzi did not mention
him in his work.

Note: Dr. “Al1 ibn NafT® al-"Alyani, in his book ‘Aqidat al-Imam Ibn Qutaybah, listed among Ibn
Qutaybah’s Sheikhs one “Muhammad ibn Dawd al-Katib, Abi ‘Abd Allah al-Akhbari, the noted
scholar and author.” This, however, is a mistake. Upon examination and detailed research, it has
been clarified that the correct individual is Muhammad ibn Dawiid ibn Rizq ibn Dawtd, Abti ‘Abd
Allah ibn Abi Najah al-Iskandarani.

Sources: Gharib al-Hadith (1/414), Tahdhib al-Kamal (25/173, no. 5201), ‘Aqidat al-Imam Ibn
Qutaybah, p. 55.

Ibn Hajar said: “Trustworthy, of the tenth generation. He died in 251 AH”.

Sources: al-Kashif (2/169, no. 4836), Taqrib al-Tahdhib (p. 477, no. 5867).

2-Truthful (Sadiiq) Sheikhs:

1-Ibrahim ibn Muslim al-Hudhayf1.

He is the son of Muslim ibn ‘Uthman ibn Muslim al-Yaman al-"Absi, originally from Baghdad
but settled in Hamadhan.
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He narrated from: ‘Affan ibn Muslim, Sulayman ibn Harb, Miisa ibn Isma‘il, Muhammad ibn
Kathir, Sa‘id ibn Sulayman, Ibrahim ibn al-Mundhir, and many others.

Narrated by: al-Hasan ibn “Ali (i.e., Ibn Abt al-Hana’), Ahmad ibn Muhammad (i.c., Ibn Abl Aws
al-Mugri’), and also by ‘Abd Allah ibn Muslim ibn Qutaybah al-Dinawari — although al-Khatib
did not mention him in his book.

Sources: Gharib al-Hadith (1/542), Tarikh Baghdad (7/133, ed. Bashshar), no. 3195.

Al-Khatib said: “His status is that of truthfulness”.

Source: Tarikh Baghdad (7/133, ed. Bashshar), no. 3195.

2-Harmalah ibn Yahya ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn Harmalah ibn ‘Imran ibn Qurad al-Tujibi, Abui Hafs
al-Misri.

A close student of al-Shafi‘1.

He narrated from: Idris ibn Yahya al-Khawlani, Bishr ibn Bakr al-Tanisi, Abt Salih ‘Abd Allah
ibn Salih (scribe of al-Layth ibn Sa‘d), ‘Abd Allah ibn Wahb — from whom he narrated the most
— "Abd al-Rahman ibn Ibrahim al-Dimashqt (his peer), Muhammad ibn Idris al-Shafi‘1, and many
others.

Narrated by: Muslim, Ibn Majah, Abii Zur‘ah ‘Ubayd Allah ibn ‘Abd al-Karim al-Razi, Abu
Hatim Muhammad ibn Idris al-Razi, and also by ‘Abd Allah ibn Muslim ibn Qutaybah al-
Dinawarl — although al-Mizzi did not include him in his book.

Sources: Gharib al-Hadith (2/271), Tahdhib al-Kamal (5/548, no. 1166).

Ibn Hajar said: “Trustworthy (sadiiq), of the eleventh generation. He died in 243 AH”.

Sources: al-Kashif (1/317, no. 977), Taqrib al-Tahdhib (p. 156, no. 1175).

3-Sahl ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Uthman, Aba Hatim al-Sijistant

The grammarian, reciter, and Basran scholar.

He narrated from: Abti Zayd Sa‘id ibn Aws al-Ansari (the grammarian), ‘Abbad ibn Suhayb, ‘Abd
Allah ibn Raja’ al-Ghadani, Abii ‘Abd al-Rahman ‘Abd Allah ibn Yazid al-Mugri’, Abdl ‘Amir
Abd al-Malik ibn ‘Amr al-'Uqdai, ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Qarib al-Asma 1, and many others’.
Narrated by: Abti Dawiid, al-Nasa'1, Ibrahim ibn Humayd al-Kilabzi (the grammarian), Abt Bakr
Muhammad ibn Ishaq ibn Khuzaymah, Abii Bakr Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ibn Durayd al-Azdi
(the linguist), Muhammad ibn Yahya ibn ‘Isa ibn Sulayman al-Sulami al-Basri, Aba al-Abbas
Muhammad ibn Yazid al-Mubarrad, and also by Ibn Qutaybah al-Dinawari’.

Sources: Tarikh Baghdad (11/411, ed. Bashshar), no. 5262; Tahdhib al-Kamal (12/201, no. 2620).
Ibn Hajar said: “Trustworthy (sadiiq), witty, of the eleventh generation. He died in 255 AH”.
Sources: al-Kashif (1/470, no. 2176), Taqrib al-Tahdhib (p. 258, no. 2666).

4-Muhammad ibn Khalid ibn Khudash ibn ‘Ajlan al-Muhallabi, their client, Abt Bakr al-Darir
He narrated from: Isma‘1l ibn ‘Ulayyah, his father Khalid ibn Khudash, Abii Qutaybah Salm ibn
Qutaybah, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Mahdi, ‘Ubayd ibn Waqid, Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Ansari,
and many others.

Narrated by: Ibn Majah, Abtu Bakr ‘Abd Allah ibn Abi Dawid, ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Alf ibn Mahdi,
Abl Muhammad ‘Abd Allah ibn Muslim ibn Qutaybah al-Dinawari, ‘Al ibn al-Hasan al-QatiT,
Abt Bakr Muhammad ibn Ishaq ibn Khuzaymah.

Sources: Gharib al-Hadith (1/439), Tahdhib al-Kamal (25/135), no. 5175.

Ibn Hajar said: “Sadiiq, reports strange narrations (yughrib), among the juniors of the tenth
generation”.

Source: Taqrib al-Tahdhib (p. 475), no. 5843.

5-Muhammad ibn Ziyad ibn ‘Ubayd Allah ibn Ziyad ibn al-Rabi® — or said: Ibn Ab1 Sufyan al-
Ziyadi — Abi ‘Abd Allah al-Basr, nicknamed ‘al-Yu'yu”

2756



LEX LOCALIS-JOURNAL OF LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT . 3
ISSN:1581-5374 E-ISSN:1855-363X ‘ LEX—
VOL. 23, NO. $6(2025) LOC

He narrated from: Bishr ibn al-Mufaddal, Hammad ibn Zayd, Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah, ‘Abd al-A‘la
ibn ‘Abd al-A‘la, ‘Abd al-*Aziz ibn Muhammad al-Darawardi, Muhammad ibn Ja‘far Ghundar,
and many others.

Narrated by: al-Bukhar (in conjunction with others), Ibn Majah, Zakariyya ibn Yahya al-Saji,
Abt Bakr Muhammad ibn Ishaq ibn Khuzaymah, and also by Ibn Qutaybah.

Sources: Gharib al-Hadith (1/259), Tahdhib al-Kamal (25/215), no. 5221.

Ibn Hajar said: “Sadiiq, but makes mistakes. Of the tenth generation. Died in 250 AH”.

Source: Taqrib al-Tahdhib (p. 478), no. 5887.

6-Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Marziiq ibn Bakkar ibn al-Bahliil al-Bahili, Abta ‘Abd Allah
al-Basr, the grandson of the daughter of Mahdi ibn Maymiin

He narrated from: Bishr ibn ‘Umar al-Zahrani, Bakr ibn Bakkar, Hajjaj ibn Minhal, Husayn ibn
Hasan al-Ashgqar, Rth ibn ‘Ubadah, Abt Hudhayfah Miisa ibn Mas ‘tid al-Nahdi, and many others.
Narrated by: Muslim, al-Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah, Abt Ya‘la Ahmad ibn “Alf ibn al-Muthanna al-
Mawsili, Aba Hatim Muhammad ibn Idris al-Razi, and also by Ibn Qutaybah — though al-Mizzi
did not mention him in his book.

Sources: Gharib al-Hadith (1/339), Tahdhib al-Kamal (26/377), no. 5586.

Ibn Hajar said: “Sadiiq, but has mistakes. Of the eleventh generation. Died in 248 AH

Sources: al-Kashif (2/215, no. 5139), Taqrib al-Tahdhib (p. 505), no. 6271.

7-Muhammad ibn Yahya ibn Abi Hazm al-Qat‘7, Abii ‘Abd Allah al-Basri

He was the nephew of Hazm ibn Abi Hazm and Suhayl ibn Abi Hazm.

He narrated from: Ibrahim ibn Salih ibn Dirham al-Bahili, Bishr ibn ‘Umar al-Zahrani, his uncle
Hazm ibn Mihran al-Qat1, ‘Abd al-Samad ibn ‘Abd al-Warith, Muslim ibn Ibrahim, Wahb ibn
Jartr ibn Hazim, and many others.

Narrated by: Muslim, Abti Dawiid, al-Tirmidhi, al-Nasa'1i, Abii Hatim Muhammad ibn Idris al-
Razi, and also by Ibn Qutaybah — though al-Mizzi did not mention him in his book.

Sources: Gharib al-Hadith (1/278), Tahdhib al-Kamal (26/608), no. 5682.

Ibn Hajar said: “Sadiiq, from the tenth generation.” Al-Dhahabi said: “Thiqah (trustworthy).” He
died in 253 AH.

Sources: Taqrib al-Tahdhib (p. 512), no. 6382.

3-Sheikhs of Ibn Qutaybah who are disputed, weak, or abandoned:

1-Abt Wa’il Khalid ibn Muhammad ibn Khalid al-Azdt al-Basri

Narrated from: ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Mahdi, ‘Abd al-Wahhab ibn ‘Ata’ al-Khaffaf, Isma‘1l ibn
Sinan, ‘Umar ibn Yinus.

Narrated by: Ahmad ibn ‘Ali ibn al-Muthanna Abt Ya‘la al-Mawsili, ‘Abd Allah ibn Muhammad
ibn al-Hasan al-Asbahani, and Ibn Qutaybah.

Sources: Gharib al-Hadith (1/158, 161; 2/627), Musnad Abi1 Ya'la (9/567, no. 7178), Tabaqat al-
Muhaddithin bi-Asbahan.(514/3)

Ibn Hibban listed him among the trustworthy but said: “He reports strange narrations”.

Source: al-Thiqat.(226/8)

2-Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn Qarib al-Asma ‘T — the nephew of al-Asma‘1

Nickname: Abii Muhammad (or Abt al-Hasan).

Narrated from: His uncle ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Qarib. He was reliable in what he narrated from his
uncle.

Narrated by: Ibn Qutaybah.

Sources: Gharib al-Hadith (1/187), Tabaqat al-Nahwiyyin wa-al-Lughawiyyin (p.180, no. 97),
Inbah al-Ruwat (2/161, no. 377).

Ibn Hibban included him in al-Thiqat but gave no explicit judgment on his reliability.
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Source: al-Thiqat.(381/8)
3-Muhammad ibn Salam ibn ‘Ubayd Allah ibn Salim, Abtu ‘Abd Allah al-Basr1
A client of Qudamah ibn Maztn al-Jumahi; brother of ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Salam.
Narrated from: Hammad ibn Salamah, Mubarak ibn Fadalah, Za’idah ibn Abi al-Rugad, Aba
‘Awnah.
He moved to Baghdad and remained until his death.
Narrated by: Abti Bakr ibn Abi Khaythamah, ‘Abd Allah ibn Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Abti al-*Abbas
Tha‘lab, Abt Bakr al-Mutawwi ‘1, Aba al-'Abbas Ahmad ibn ‘Al al-Abbar, and Ibn Qutaybah.
Salih Jazrah said: “Sadiq”.
Abt Khaythamah Zuhayr ibn Harb said: “Do not write his hadith; he is accused of Qadarism. He
is only written for his poetry, not hadith”.
Sources: Gharib al-Hadith (1/334), Tarikh Baghdad (3/276, ed. Bashshar), no. 872.
4-Abi Ishaq Ibrahim ibn Sufyan ibn Sulayman ibn Abt Bakr ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Ziyad al-
Ziyadi
Narrated from: al-Asma ‘1 ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Qarib, Abt ‘Ubaydah Ma‘mar ibn al-Muthanna, Abt
Zayd al-Ansari Sa‘id ibn Aws, Abt al-Hasan al-Akhfash Sa‘id ibn Sa‘dah, Abi ‘Umar al-Jarmi
Salih ibn Ishaq, and many others.
Narrated by: Abii Bakr ibn Durayd, Abii al-*Abbas al-Mubarrad, ‘Abd Allah ibn Jawan al-Basri,
Ahmad ibn ‘Ubayd al-Kafi (Abti ‘Usaydah), and Ibn Qutaybah in Baghdad.
Sources: Gharib al-Hadith (2/8), Akhbar al-Nahwiyyin al-Basriyyin (p. 68), Tabaqat al-
Nahwiyyin wa-al-Lughawiyyin (p. 99, no. 33).
No clear evaluation found — neither praise nor criticism.
5-Sulayman ibn al-Hakam ibn Ayytb, Abt Ayyib al-Khuza ‘1 al-*Allaf
Known for narrating the hadith of Umm Ma ‘bad.
Narrated from: His brother Ayytb ibn al-Hakam from Hizam ibn Hisham.
Narrated by: “Alf ibn al-Husayn ibn al-Junayd and Ibn Qutaybah.
Mentioned by Ibn Ab1 Hatim in al-Jarh wa-al-Ta'dil, without providing a ruling.
Sources: Gharib al-Hadith (1/465), al-Jarh wa-al-Ta"dil (4/107, no. 480).
6-Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ibn al-Mubarak al-Dinawari
Narrated from: al-Qa‘nabi, ‘Uthman ibn al-Haytham, Abt Hudhayfah al-Nahdi, and others of that
generation.
Narrated by: Ahmad ibn Marwan (author of al-Majalisah), Hajib ibn Arkin, al-Husayn ibn Isma‘il
al-Stfi, Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn Hamak al-Qazwini, and Ibn Qutaybah.
Dr. “Ali ibn Nafi' al-*Alyani mistakenly identified him as Muhammad ibn “Abd al-*Aziz ibn Abi
Razmah (Ghazwan al-Yashkuri), but Ibn Qutaybah explicitly named him as “Muhammad ibn
‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Dinawari”.
Sources: Gharib al-Hadith (2/105), ‘Aqidat al-Imam Ibn Qutaybah p. 60.
Criticism:

*Ibn ‘Adi reported rejected narrations from him.

*Al-Khalili: “He was severely weakened — fallen”.

*Al-Dhahabi: “Weak, fabricator of strange narrations, untrustworthy”.
Sources: al-Kamil fi Du‘afa’ al-Rijal (7/548, no. 1774), al-Irshad (2/626), Mizan al-1‘tidal (3/629,
no. 7877).
7-Ahmad ibn al-Khalil ibn Harb ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn Sawwar ibn Sabiq al-Nawfali, Abta ‘Abd
Allah al-Qiimist
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Narrated from: Mu‘alla ibn Asad, Muslim ibn Ibrahim, al-Ansari, Sa‘id ibn Salam al-‘Attar, al-
Asma ‘1, al-Qa‘nabi, Ja‘far ibn Jusr, Abi al-Nadr Hashim ibn al-Qasim, Abii ‘Abd al-Rahman al-
Mugri’, ‘Alt ibn al-Hasan ibn Shaqiq, Khalid ibn Mukhallad, ‘Ubayd Allah ibn Musa.

Narrated by: ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn Hasan, Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Yazid al-Zuhri, the
people of Isfahan, Abti Hatim al-Razi (who declared him a liar), Yahya ibn ‘Abdak, al-Fadl ibn
al-Khusayb, and Ibn Qutaybah.

Sources: Gharib al-Hadith (1/179), Tadhhib Tahdhib al-Kamal (1/141, no. 34), Siyar A‘lam al-
Nubala’ (13/155, no. 87).

Ibn Abi Hatim: “Ahmad ibn Khalil al-QumisT is a liar; he narrates from those who never existed”.
Source: al-Jarh wa-al-Ta‘dil (2/50, no. 94).

.8-Ahmad ibn Sa‘id Abi al-‘Abbas al-Lahyani

A companion of Abu ‘Ubayd al-Qasim ibn Sallam.

He read to him Kitab al-Amwal and Gharib al-Hadith in 231 AH.
Narrated by: Ibn Qutaybah in Gharib al-Hadith.

Sources: Gharib al-Hadith (1/162), Tabaqgat al-Hanabilah (1/100, no. 26).

JNo jarh or ta“dil stated].

9-Abu Mas‘0id al-Darim1 — Khirash ibn Muhammad ibn Khirash.

Al-Azdi: “He is abandoned (matriik)”.

He narrated from his grandfather

Source: Lisan al-Mizan (3/357, no. 2931)

Conclusion

All praise is due to Allah, by whose grace good deeds are completed.

After reviewing and analyzing the content of this study, and examining the Sheikhs from whom
Ibn Qutaybah al-Dinawari transmitted in his book Gharib al-Hadith, it has become evident that
this work is not merely a linguistic reference, but also contains significant hadith material worthy
of in-depth study and documentation. Tracing the Sheikhs of Ibn Qutaybah has helped highlight
his sources of knowledge, his method of transmission, and his standing among scholars of
language and hadith, reflecting his encyclopedic character and diverse scholarly interests.

Key Findings and Recommendations:

1-The number of scholars from whom Ibn Qutaybah narrated in Gharib al-Hadith is
considerable, including some of the leading hadith transmitters and linguists of his time.
2-Ibn Qutaybah’s selection combined hadith scholars and linguists, indicating a comprehensive
methodological approach in explaining rare and obscure expressions.

3-Documentation shows that most of the Sheikhs he cited were trustworthy (thigat) or
reliable (sadtiq), according to the major biographical evaluation sources.

4-There is a need to study Ibn Qutaybah’s other hadith-related works, particularly Ta’wil
Mukhtalif al-Hadith (Interpretation of Conflicting Hadiths), to better understand his holistic hadith
methodology.

5-1t is recommended that similar studies be conducted on the Sheikhs of other scholars in
their non-hadith works, such as linguistic or exegetical writings, as this reveals the hadith
dimension embedded within those disciplines.
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