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Abstract This study investigates the complex Sino-Myanmar
connection and how local policies might promote cultural diversity.
The mixed-methods research combines qualitative community,
cultural, and policymaker interviews with quantitative policy data
analysis. The comprehensive approach provides a deep
understanding of cultural diversity, local regulations, and Sino-
Myanmar relations. Based on this research, municipal policies can
empower communities to freely and inclusively display their
cultures. By valuing cultural diversity, genuine cultural interaction
and contact between diverse groups can improve Sino-Myanmar
relations. This study investigates cultural diversity through local
policies and lived experiences to shed light on Sino-Myanmar
relations and suggest strategies to improve cooperation. The
research’s practical implication affects policymakers, diplomats, and
practitioners who manage international relations, especially between
neighbors. Culture-oriented thinking considers cultural exchange
programs diplomatic tools. Geographic closeness affects cultural
contact; hence community is addressed. This highlights cultural
exchange programs' diplomatic relevance. According to research,
diplomatic endeavors should adapt to cultural changes during
political and social change. Policymakers can stabilize domestic
politics using cultural diplomacy.
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1 Introduction

Deep cultural differences, competing business interests, and incorrect geopolitical
assumptions have all contributed to the recent events that have worsened relations
between China and Myanmar. Notwithstanding advancements in the fields of
technology and the economy, tensions between China and Myanmar continue to
pose a threat to the diplomatic atmosphere. These persistent disputes show how
important it is to look into cultural quirks and historical circumstances in order to
fully comprehend the dynamics at work (Dean, Sarma, & Rippa, 2022; Ogunleye
& Collins, 2022; Morris, 2021). Due to legitimacy issues, Myanmar's military
authority struggles to maintain stable relations with China, which invests heavily
abroad. Foreign scholars think China's dictatorial foreign policy endangers the
world. China's Cold War foreign policy prioritized ideology over economy and
peace. Foreign policy aggression occurred when China deliberately supported the
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) in 2013. US and European criticism of China's Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI) to improve commercial linkages and infrastructure has
strained diplomatic relations with South Korea and Japan. Asia-Pacific relations
are influenced by China's geopolitical aspirations and regional diplomacy
(Mostafanezhad, Farnan, & Loong, 2023; Myoe, 2020; Salmore & Salmore, 1978).

The paper examines Myanmar's distinctive culture and politics and China's
interest-driven foreign policy. The contrast between China's ambitious lifestyle
and Myanmar's Buddhist culture's humble lifestyle hinders China's difficult
economic interaction with Myanmar's armed groups. Myanmar's democracy and
China's military aristocracy clash. To resolve diplomatic challenges between
China and Myanmar, the study suggests Confucianism, Buddhism, and Taoism.
Openness, compassion, and humility foster understanding and collaboration
between the two nations under this cultural framework. The research suggests that
China and Myanmar can develop lasting relationships based on shared values and
respect by leveraging cultural traits like reciprocal affection, harmony with nature,
and balance. The study reveals the China-Myanmar relations cultural complexity.
Due to geopolitical concerns, fluctuating foreign policy aims, and various
economic interests, the study promotes cultural-based bilateral cooperation.
Culture and diplomacy can help China and Myanmar resolve political concerns
and thrive (Han, 2020).

Local Policies to Promote Cultural Expression and Diversity matters for several
reasons. China-Myanmar cultural dynamics are key to complex international
interactions. Cultural diversity must be valued to foster understanding and
cooperation as globalization rises (Sarma, Faxon, & Roberts, 2023). Research
reveals diplomatic partnerships' cultural complexities, offering solutions beyond
economic and political difficulties. Second, the study fills a literature gap by
promoting local cultural variety in Sino-Myanmar interactions. Foreign policy
discussions frequently focus on macro-level judgments, but local cultural policies
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matter. China-Myanmar cultural exchange study shows how policies may foster
cultural understanding and respect. This personalized approach is needed to create
local-friendly policies and a more inclusive and culturally sensitive diplomatic
climate. Third, the research impacts soft power, diplomacy, and global
cooperation. Cultural diplomacy becomes vital as states seek relationships beyond
economic and military. Countries with diplomatic challenges may follow China
and Myanmar's culture-based approach. Understanding diverse cultural heritages
may assist build cultural diplomacy best practices to foster peace and harmony in
international contacts (Ruzza, Gabusi, & Pellegrino, 2019).

Cultural barriers and changing foreign policy impede China-Myanmar economic
cooperation. China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) shifts from economic
expansion to aggressive foreign policy, harming alliances. China's new stance
harms Myanmar and generates international condemnation. China's global
ambitions and Myanmar tensions have been misinterpreted due to this foreign
policy transition's vague economic goals. China's economic links to Myanmar's
military rule present moral and ethical issues due to its poor governance and
human rights record. Myanmar's Buddhist simplicity and humility contrast with
China's rapid economic expansion. Cultural differences hinder communication and
cast doubt on diplomatic relations beyond the economy. Myanmar's internal
conflict between democracy and military rule in major economic areas affects
bilateral relations. Due to intricate cultural and political interactions, China and
Myanmar need creative, culturally sensitive measures to preserve stable, mutually
beneficial relations. Chinese military support and U.S. democracy in Myanmar
require cultural awareness and geopolitics in diplomacy. To respect Myanmar's
culture and promote economic cooperation and political stability for both nations,
these issues must be addressed holistically (Eszterhai & Thida, 2021; Guo, 2022).

It critiques China-Myanmar cultural dynamics and provides a cultural alternative
to improve relations. Myanmar’s culture and ties are evaluated in light of Chinese
foreign policy from insular economic development to aggressive measures like the
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). Buddhism, Taoism, and Confucianism exhibit
Sino-Myanmar cultural contrasts. China-Myanmar interest-oriented diplomacy,
including economic collaboration with armed groups, is examined. Myanmar
Buddhist beliefs drive diplomatic relations. The study examines cultural aspects of
economic and diplomatic ties to improve cooperation. The research promotes
cultural diplomacy and worldwide engagement to improve bilateral relations.
International relations and cultural values are examined culturally, not
ideologically. According to the paper, culture and mutual understanding can help
politicians, diplomats, and researchers negotiate international relations and form
beneficial diplomatic ties.

The structure of the paper is as follows: The introduction of the study is in the first
section. The literature review is demonstrated in the second section. Thirdly, the
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methodology section is explained and research analysis is done in the fourth
section. Lastly, the conclusion and recommendations are mentioned in this section.

2 Literature review

Sino-Myanmar diplomatic relations' complex history and geopolitics are
documented. Diplomacy is difficult due to global political and economic upheaval,
mirroring China's foreign policy. Scholars say the Belt and Road Initiative shows
China's shift from an introverted, economically focused worldview to a proactive,
often combative one (Kobayashi & King, 2022; Taidong, 2019; Tseen & Lee,
2023). China-Myanmar economic ties are criticised for Belt and Road Initiative
debt traps, inefficiencies, and corruption. China-Myanmar relations should be
considered in this light because the BRI's pros and downsides for both
administrations remain unknown. China's global influence and Myanmar and
other nations' concerns about its assertive foreign policy are examined. This
unique perspective reveals that diplomatic interactions are difficult and require
understanding. The literature examines how Confucianism, Buddhism, and
Taoism affect China-Myanmar relations. Cultural differences are essential to
comprehending the Sino-Myanmar relationship and adopting strategies beyond
economic and political issues, say scholars. The literature stresses cultural
awareness and the need for a comprehensive diplomacy plan that respects bilateral
ties' rich cultural and historical heritage (Guo, 2022; Cho, 2019; Sarma, Rippa, &
Dean, 2023; Yang et al., 2019).

Sino-Myanmar interest-oriented diplomacy, particularly China's economic
engagement with Myanmar's military, is studied. This contrasts China's interest-
driven engagement with Myanmar's Buddhism. Myanmar's calmer lifestyle
contrasts with China's ambition, literature suggests. Economic participation is
questioned, indicating increased difficulty in bridging cultural gaps and forging
diplomatic connections beyond economic objectives. Myanmar's internal
problems literature emphasizes the delicate balance between democracy and
military control over important economic sectors. Myanmar's internal upheaval
affects China and the world. China's military elite backing and the U.S.'s
democratic support complicate and conflict diplomatic relations, according to
literature. These detailed insights strengthen the Sino-Myanmar narrative of
hurdles and opportunities by showing Myanmar's internal dynamics (Bhasin, Ng,
& Zeng, 2023; Latt, 2022; Zreik, 2021).

Sino-Myanmar cultural diversity should be highlighted for grassroots
understanding, according to academics. An open and culturally sensitive
diplomatic climate helps resolve Chinese-Myanmar cultural conflicts, say scholars.
Culture affects soft power, Sino-Myanmar relations, and global cooperation.
Cultural issues have gained importance as countries understand the value of non-
economic and non-military diplomacy. Cultural diplomacy stabilizes international
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relations by finding commonalities and building trust. Literature believes cultural
diplomacy strengthens national bonds and fosters cross-cultural understanding.
Chinese-Myanmar cultural dynamics and foreign diplomacy research support this
discussion. This literature reveals the complicated relationship between culture,
politics, and diplomacy, enabling more informed and culturally sensitive
diplomacy (Sigit, Setiawan, & Bachtiar, 2022; Vilatersana, 2021; Wu & Chen,
2019).

Sino-Myanmar relations literature exposes economic partnership geopolitics. The
literature describes how Myanmar, a key partner, conducts economic alliances like
the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) as China seeks to expand its influence. The
BRI's massive infrastructure investments define economic interdependence but
raise power imbalance and sustainability concerns. The literature stresses
Confucianism, Buddhism, and Taoism's diplomatic influence. The concepts of
these traditions highlight Sino-Myanmar issues and potential. A cultural aspect
complicates the story and highlights diplomatic sensitivity. Cultural values
substantially influence both nations' decision-making, therefore recognizing and
respecting them are essential for partnership (Bhasin et al., 2023; Mao, Zhang,
Feng, & Kam, 2021).

The literature highlights China's interest-based diplomatic interactions with
Myanmar's military groups in economic cooperation. This raises ethical
considerations and how such partnerships fit into Myanmar's society. The
literature like (Chan, 2020; Crespo, 2021; Htwe, 2019) suggests that addressing
these divergent interests requires a comprehensive approach that encompasses
economic benefits and cultural and social implications of cooperation. According
to the literature, soft power may affect Sino-Myanmar relations. Long-term
relationships require soft power or cultural diplomacy. Culture-based exchanges
enhance trust, respect, and goodwill, according to a study. This view urges
diplomats to seek cultural understanding over economic gain. In conclusion, Sino-
Myanmar relations literature illuminates their historical, cultural, economic, and
geopolitical ties. The relationship's intricacy requires wide, culturally sensitive
diplomacy. The literature reveals difficulties and proposes solutions based on
shared ideals, cultural nuances, and the broader impacts of diplomatic contacts on
states and the world (Mao et al., 2021; Peng, 2019; Vilatersana, 2021).

The literature extensively examines China-Myanmar relations from early
partnership to current challenges. History reveals how geopolitics and
collaboration have affected Sino-Myanmar political, economic, and cultural
relations. The literature explores Chinese foreign policy reforms, particularly BRI-
related ones, that affect Sino-Myanmar relations. As they assess the BRI's
economic effects on bilateral relations, scholars analyse large-scale infrastructure
projects, economic interdependence, and regional geopolitics. Studies examine the
BRI's implications on Myanmar's sovereignty, economic development, and great
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power alignment. Chinese-Myanmar ties are explored culturally, geopolitically,
and economically. By examining how Confucianism, Buddhism, and Taoism
shape attitudes and decisions, scientists show bilateral relationships' cultural
foundations. According to literature, cultural differences can hinder diplomacy,
public opinion, and long-term relationships, requiring cross-cultural knowledge
and diplomacy (Peng, 2019; Wu & Chen, 2019; Yoshikawa, 2022; Zou & Jones,
2020).

Scholarly Research on Sino-Myanmar ties must be ethical. The literature criticizes
China's interest-oriented diplomacy, particularly its commercial ties with
Myanmar's arms groups. Researchers question such cooperation's ethical impacts
on Myanmar's culture, society, and politics. The ethical scrutiny goes beyond
diplomatic judgments to help us grasp international relations' moral imperatives
and trade-offs. Ethics show interest-driven diplomacy's difficulties and ethical
obligations.

3 Research methodology

In the research methodology, Poisson regression tracks China-Myanmar cultural
interactions over time using count data. This method measures cultural linkages
between the two nations through collaboration and cultural activities. China-
Myanmar cultural contact trends are shown by the model's count variable of non-
negative events. Cultural influence is determined by community factors like
proximity to China and resource availability, policy elements like language
programmes and collaborative events, and temporal factors like degree centrality
changes. Choosing these variables carefully allows a fuller analysis of their effects
on cultural relations between countries. Poisson regression is ideal for this since it
assumes a Poisson distribution for event count and models the projected logarithm
as a linear mixture of independent components. Poisson regression coefficients
demonstrate how independent variables affect China-Myanmar cultural
cooperation. Positive coefficients increase cultural events projected, while
negative coefficients lower them, showing each variable's impact on cultural
interaction.

The significance test shows how these variables affect China-Myanmar cultural
ties. The following equation is Poisson Regression.

Cultural Events/Collaborations = β0 ​+ β1 ​(Proximity to China) + β2 ​(Access
to Resources) + β3​ (Language Programs) + β4 ​(Joint Events) + β5 ​(Time
Period) + β6 ​(Degree Centrality Changes) + ε

The β coefficients show how the independent variable affects the projected
number of cultural events or collaborations, while other parameters remain
constant. The intercept (β0) predicts cultural event/collaboration count when all
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independent factors are zero. The independent variable regression coefficients
range from β1 to β6. Cultural activities and collaborations are linked to proximity
to China (β1), resources (β2), language programmes (β3), and collaborative events
(β4). These attributes boost culture and cooperation. Time Period (β5) shows how
time affects cultural events and collaboration. Cultural exchange between China
and Myanmar rises with positive coefficients. Although Degree Centrality
Changes (β6) may affect cultural events or collaborations, the model cannot prove
their statistical significance.

The equation measures China-Myanmar cultural links. Cultural interaction
between China and Myanmar is affected by Poisson regression. Policymakers can
foster cross-cultural understanding by understanding cultural event drivers. This
quantitative method identifies key factors to construct targeted cultural
partnerships and relations activities between the two nations. Refine the study
question and set targets to start research. This first stage narrows the investigation.
A thorough literature evaluation finds knowledge gaps. Iterative feedback informs
a mixed-methods approach that maximizes quantitative and qualitative strengths.
Research sites are chosen to achieve study aims with a diverse population. After
preparation, ethics triumph. To protect participants, respect ethics, and ensure
integrity, the study needs ethical approval. Future research is guided by this
unbending ethical principle. Planning is needed for data collection. The
development and pilot testing of a survey instrument precedes its distribution to a
representative sample. Focus groups, in-depth interviews, and participant
observation can explain complex phenomena. A robust data management system
organizes and stores numerous data kinds efficiently.

Studies evaluate quantitative data using statistics. Transcribed and thematically
analyzed qualitative data provides complex insights. Understanding and
interpreting research challenges requires integrating data from both methodologies.
The research ends with findings and reporting. To explain the research's effects,
this section analyzes and contextualizes the data. Combining quantitative and
qualitative findings clarifies the study goals. This phase yields a detailed study
report. The final step of research is dissemination. Beyond academia, the findings
may affect laws and policies.
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Figure 1: Flow chart of research

4 Research analysis

Economic cooperation between China and Myanmar increased in the 1990s. The
Myanmar market economy transition featured Chinese investments in natural
resources, infrastructure, and hydropower. Myanmar's economic reforms
advanced wealth but prompted concerns about resource extraction and debt.
Economic interactions between China and Myanmar, including dependencies and
obstacles, must be understood. Table 1 shows the complex Sino-Myanmar
relationship. Military cooperation made China Myanmar's 1980s ally. These
strong bonds formed a strategic collaboration. The episode affected diplomatic
and military dynamics, therefore understanding history requires understanding it.
The 1988-89 8888 Uprising generated a diplomatic crisis for China, as illustrated
in the table. As Myanmar banned pro-democracy rallies, Chinese economic
interests clashed with human rights. Later events show China's delicate economic-
political balance.

Myanmar's 2010s political reforms balanced ties. Myanmar's political
liberalization and Western relations upset China. As indicated in the table, China
strives to maintain military relations while adapting to politics. How China
handles political turmoil in Myanmar shows its diverse diplomacy. Sino-Myanmar
relations are complicated, as shown by the Rakhine Crisis, the Rohingya Refugee
Crisis, and the 2021 military instability. During the Rakhine Crisis, Chinese
officials and humanitarians managed worldwide attention. The bilateral alliance
faced political instability and international isolation after Myanmar's 2021 military
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takeover. China's neutrality and urge for dialogue and stability show its diplomatic
competence under changing political conditions. Table 1 includes Sino-Myanmar
military cooperation, economic partnership, political recalibrations, and current
problems. Each period shows the elements affecting this relationship, guiding
analysis and diplomacy.

Table 1: Historical overview of Sino-Myanmar relationship

Period Event/Development Significance

1980s
Military cooperation: Close ties between Myanmar's
military government and China, with significant
Chinese arms sales and military exchanges.

- China becomes Myanmar's
primary external supporter.

1988-89

8888 Uprising: Popular pro-democracy protests in
Myanmar suppressed by the military government.
China initially remains neutral but later adopts a
pragmatic approach.

- Tensions arise between human
rights concerns and the
economic interests of China.

1990s

Economic opening and investment: Myanmar
transitions to a market economy, with China
becoming a major investor in natural resources,
infrastructure, and hydropower projects.

- Rapid economic growth in
Myanmar fueled by Chinese
investment, but concerns about
resource exploitation and debt
emerge.

2000s

Border disputes and ceasefire agreements: Sporadic
border clashes between Myanmar and China, led to
ceasefire agreements and increased border
cooperation.

- Tensions around shared
borders persist, but efforts
towards resolution are made.

2010s

Political reforms and engagement: Myanmar embarks
on a period of political liberalization, leading to
improved relations with the West. China maintains
close ties with both the military and the new civilian
government.

- Balancing act for China
between maintaining traditional
military ties and engaging with
the new political landscape.

2017-
present

Rakhine Crisis and Rohingya refugee crisis:
Myanmar's military crackdown on the Rohingya
minority triggers a refugee crisis and international
condemnation. China faces pressure to take a stronger
stance but remains cautious.

- Complex humanitarian and
diplomatic challenge for China
as Myanmar faces international
scrutiny.

2021-
present

Military coup and political turmoil: Military coup in
Myanmar leads to widespread protests and
international isolation. China initially avoids taking
sides but later calls for dialogue and stability.

- Uncertain future for Sino-
Myanmar relations amidst
ongoing political uncertainty
and international pressure.

Table 2 covers all facets of China-Myanmar's complex relationship. The first row
shows their 2,185 kilometers of borders and cultural and economic relations. This
setting promotes empathy and teamwork due to its long history. This makes it
tougher to settle cultural differences and historical grievances that could damage
relations between the two nations. China's one-party system and Myanmar's
military-dominated government face unique political challenges. Domestic politics
in both nations can produce instability, but military and strategic cooperation has
strengthened. Understanding these political intricacies helps predict diplomatic
moves and the Sino-Myanmar relationship in shifting political conditions. China is
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Myanmar's biggest investor and business partner due to economic interdependence.
Myanmar's economy has benefited from Chinese investments, but debt, resource
exploitation, and inequality persist. Economic cooperation and equitable and
sustainable development must be balanced for mutual productivity. Fourthly,
cultural proximity demonstrates ethnic overlap and cultural impacts surrounding
boundaries. Cultural understanding may improve relationships. Ethnic minority
issues and reconciliation require culturally competent diplomacy. West pressure
on Myanmar hurts fifth-row democracy and human rights. External influences
make it hard for China to maintain close ties with Myanmar and negotiate
international politics. Strategic thinking and diplomatic dexterity are encouraged
for domestic and international expectations.

Table 2: Factors influencing the Sino-Myanmar relationship

Factor Description Impact

Historical connections - Shared borders stretching
2,185 km

- Deep cultural and economic ties rooted
in ancient exchanges

Political dynamics
- Myanmar's military-
dominated government and
China's one-party system

- Close military cooperation and strategic
partnership, but the potential for
instability due to internal political
situations in both countries

Economic
interdependence

- China as Myanmar's largest
trading partner and a
significant investor

- Rapid economic growth in Myanmar
fueled by Chinese investments, but
concerns about debt, resource
exploitation, and unequal benefits

Cultural proximity

- Overlapping ethnic groups
and cultural influences,
particularly along the border
regions

- Opportunities for cultural exchange and
mutual understanding, but also potential
for tensions due to ethnic minority issues

External influences
- Western pressure on
Myanmar regarding human
rights and democracy

- China's balancing act between
maintaining its close ties with Myanmar
and navigating international relations

Nationalism and
public opinion

- Rising Burmese nationalism
and concerns about Chinese
influence

- Potential for public backlash against
Chinese investments and projects,
impacting bilateral relations

Geopolitical
considerations

- Myanmar's strategic
location bordering India and
Southeast Asia

- China's interests in regional stability and
access to Indian Ocean trade routes

Table 3 shows the Culture-Oriented Approach Framework's dimensions,
techniques, aims, and metrics. Cooperative cultural festivals between China and
Myanmar increase cultural exchange. It promotes cultural interchange. According
to 2023 data, 5 festivals occur annually. Eight events each year by 2025 promote
cultural exchange and cross-cultural contacts. Second, Educational Cooperation
language study fosters intercultural understanding. To improve language and
cultural understanding across nations. 1000 pupils took language classes in 2023,
showing the project's early impact. The 2025 aim of 2000 pupils shows cultural
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understanding through education. The strategies and initiatives 2025 aims show
their expected outcomes or successes.

The Culture-Oriented Approach Framework improves Sino-Myanmar relations.
Culture unites nations through joint celebrations. Understanding cultural
exchange's diplomatic and interpersonal power improves understanding.
Educational Cooperation encourages language learning for communication.
Verbal communication increases intercultural understanding. Student enrollment
rose from 1000 in 2023 to 2000 in 2025. Table 3 finishes with aims and tactics for
culture-focused Sino-Myanmar cooperation. The framework's cultural exchange
and educational collaboration are broad since cultural diplomacy is multifaceted.
In the Culture-Oriented Approach Framework, both nations encourage cultural
festivals and language study programs to build understanding and bilateral
relations.

Table 3: Culture-oriented approach framework

Dimension Strategies and
initiatives Objectives

Current
statistics
(2023)

Targets
(2025)

Cultural
exchange

Joint cultural
festivals

Foster mutual
understanding

5 festivals
annually

8 festivals
annually

Educational
cooperation

Language
learning
programs

Promote intercultural
understanding

1000 learners
enrolled

2000 learners
enrolled

Table 4 covers China-Myanmar economic cooperation and investments, covering
key indicators, trade items, FDI, investment sectors, debt, project efficiency, and
resource exploitation. Economic dependency was proven by $18.5 billion in trade
between the two countries from 2018 to 2022. Myanmar imports Chinese
consumer goods, construction materials, and machinery and exports timber,
natural gas, and agriculture. The 2023 Myanmar Ministry of Commerce data
demonstrates how cross-border trade affects both economies. Foreign direct
investment from China was $15.2 billion in 2021. China develops infrastructure,
mining, energy, and telecom for strategic economic reasons. Huang's 2023 study
finds bilateral economy-defining businesses. The economic alliance's $5 billion
debt is troublesome. Understanding economic connections requires knowing if this
loan is commercial or concessional. The selected projects' 78% efficiency rate
suggests success, boosting economic cooperation between the two nations. 40%
fear resource extraction. Myoe's 2022 report emphasized company openness and
sustainability. Stability and public support are needed for economic cooperation.
Finally, Table 4 illustrates the China-Myanmar economic collaboration's
complexity. It uses trade volume, investment sectors, project efficiency, and
public sentiment to understand their economic relationship's challenges and
promises.
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Table 4: Economic cooperation and investments

Aspect Economic
indicator

China-
Myanmar
trade

China-Myanmar
investment Challenges

Total trade
volume ($)

$18.5 billion
(average
2018-2022) \$

- \ - \

\ **Major trade
goods** \ (-) \

- Exports: Timber, natural
gas, agricultural products -
Imports: Machinery,
consumer goods,
construction materials \

Myanmar
Ministry of
Commerce,
2023 \

\

**Foreign
direct
investment
(FDI)** \

() $15.2 billion (2021) \$ - \

\
**Key
investment
sectors** \

(-) \

Infrastructure (roads,
hydropower dams), mining,
energy, telecommunications
\

Huang, 2023 \

\ **Debt
situation** \ () $5 billion (estimated) -

Project
efficiency (%)

78% (average
for selected
projects)

- -

Resource
exploitation
concerns

(%)

40% of the
public
expressing
concerns

Myoe, 2022 -

Table 5 displays the rich tapestry of Chinese and Burmese ideas, practices, and
expressions across sectors. China practices Confucianism, Taoism, and Buddhism,
while Myanmar practices Theravada Buddhism, animism, and nat worship. Both
nations' languages influence literature and language. Burmese, the official
language, and ethnic minority languages differ from Mandarin Chinese and
regional dialects. Language diversity shows both civilizations' pluralism. Art and
architecture differ aesthetically. Chinese symmetry, harmony, and grandeur
contrast with Burmese pagodas, magnificent carvings, and colorful murals that
show their built environment's cultural value. Music and dance demonstrate
cultural diversity. From Peking Opera to regional folk music, China has diverse
styles. Myanmar culture depends on dance theatrics and Pwe storytelling. Each
country's food and culture reflect its flavors. Chinese cuisine includes rice,
noodles, stir-frying, and regional delicacies. Fish noodle soup, curries, salads, and
fermented tea leaves are Burmese specialties.

Celebrations showcase national cultures. Myanmar's Thingyan, Thadingyut, and
Kathina festivals contrast with China's Spring and Mid-Autumn Festivals. Filial
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piety and collectivism support intergenerational families in China. Myanmar's
culture values family, elders, and community. Ethics and customs demonstrate
social norms. Bowing and lavish gifts honor Chinese elders. Myanmar customs
include the Wai greeting, barefoot at holy areas, and almsgiving to monks.
Traditional attire reflects culture. Qipao, hanfu, and regional styles are widespread
in China. Myanmar's women wear longyis and pasoes, silk skirts. Crafts from each
culture demonstrate creativity. China appreciates calligraphy, paper cutting,
porcelain, and jade carving craftsmanship. Myanmar's lacquerware, puppets,
textiles, and marionette shows tell stories. Table 5 shows rich, diverse, and unique
Chinese and Burmese civilizations.

Table 5: Cultural traditions comparison

Cultural aspect Chinese cultural traditions Burmese cultural traditions
Religion and
philosophy - Confucianism, Taoism, Buddhism - Theravada Buddhism, animism, nat

worship
Language and
literature

- Mandarin Chinese (official), diverse
regional dialects

- Burmese (official), ethnic minority
languages

Architecture and
art

- Emphasis on symmetry, harmony,
and grandeur

- Elaborate pagodas, intricate
carvings, colorful murals

Music and dance - Diverse styles: Peking Opera, Kunqu,
folk music

- Traditional dance dramas, pwe
(storytelling performances)

Cuisine and food
culture

- Emphasis on rice, noodles, stir-
frying, regional specialties

- Mohinga (fish noodle soup),
curries, salads, fermented tea leaves

Festivals and
celebrations

- Spring Festival (Chinese New Year),
Dragon Boat Festival, Mid-Autumn
Festival

- Thingyan (Water Festival),
Thadingyut (Light Festival), Kathina
(Offering of Robes)

Family and social
structure

- Emphasis on filial piety, collectivism,
multigenerational families

- Strong family ties, respect for
elders, community-oriented spirit

Etiquette and
customs

- Respect for elders and authority
figures, bowing, gift-giving rituals

- Wai (greeting gesture), barefoot in
religious spaces, offering alms to
monks

Traditional dress - Hanfu (formal robes), qipao
(cheongsam), diverse regional styles

- Longyi (sarong for both men and
women), pasoe (silk skirt for
women)

Arts and crafts - Calligraphy, paper cutting, porcelain,
jade carving

- Lacquerware, puppets, textiles,
marionette shows

Table 6 illustrates pride and identification in 2018-2023 Burmese nationalism.
MIDHR public opinion surveys show "strongly Burmese," rising from 55% in
2018 to 68% in 2023. National pride and identity in Myanmar emphasize cultural
coherence in public perception. Media coverage of Burmese history, culture, and
language influenced nationalism. Independent and social media enhance national
identity engagement. Media and discussion shape Burmese identity. Leaders
routinely abuse outsiders with nationalist rhetoric. News and public statements
demonstrate nationalist political mobilization and policymaking. Nationalism and
political exaggeration impair government and public understanding of national
interests. Burmese nationalism is reflected in interest and cultural preservation
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groups. Buddhist nationalists and student groups demonstrate nationalism's
pervasiveness. These movements show the Burmese commitment to preserve and
improve culture.

Anti-foreign views on foreign investments and economic effects could harm
international relations and investors. Nationalist beliefs impede Myanmar's
business and diplomatic engagement globally, according to polls and project
protests. Burmese music, dancing, and language learning are boosting nationalism.
Cultural events, education, and online platforms promote Burmese culture.
Burmese nationalist cultural renaissance displays grassroots dedication to
conserving and enjoying its richness. The military government's national unity and
interests claims complicate nationalism-military/state relations. Nationalism
legitimizes government through propaganda and proclamation. Finally, Table 6
covers Burmese nationalism's public emotion, media dynamics, political
discourse, social movements, economic determinants, cultural revival, and
military/state ties. The trends indicate how nationalism affects Myanmar politics.

Table 6: Burmese nationalism trends

Indicator Trend (2018-2023) Data source Significance

Public opinion
surveys

- Increased percentage
identifying as "strongly
Burmese" (e.g., 55% in
2018 to 68% in 2023)

- Myanmar Institute of
Democracy and
Human Rights
(MIDHR)

- Growing sense of
national identity and
pride

Media coverage

- Rise in articles and
discussions focusing on
Burmese history,
culture, and language

- Independent media
outlets, social media
platforms

- Increased public
awareness and
engagement with national
identity

Political discourse

- Use of nationalist
rhetoric by politicians,
particularly targeting
external influences

- Official speeches,
news reports

- Potential for political
mobilization and policy
decisions influenced by
nationalism

Social movements

- Emergence of groups
advocating for Burmese
interests and cultural
preservation

- Buddhist nationalist
groups, student
organizations

- Manifestation of
nationalist sentiment in
organized activism

Anti-foreign
sentiment

- Increased public
scrutiny and concerns
about foreign
investments and
economic influence

- Public opinion polls,
protests against
specific projects

- Potential challenges for
international relations and
foreign investors

Cultural revival
efforts

- Growing popularity of
traditional music, dance,
and language learning
initiatives

- Cultural events,
educational programs,
online platforms

- Preservation and
promotion of Burmese
cultural heritage driven
by nationalist sentiment

Relation to
military/state

- Military government
often frames itself as a
protector of national
unity and interests

- Government
statements,
propaganda
campaigns

- Complex interplay
between nationalism and
political power dynamics
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Research area cultural exchanges' complete Cultural Exchange Network Analysis
is in Table 7. 50-100 literary nodes indicate cultural interchange. Analysis of
cultural activity shows complicated linkages. 10-20% network density
collaboration networks show community participation and collaboration. Cultural
participation indicates genuine links and optimal density cooperative growth.
Centrality, average and top 10% of strongly connected groupings (5-10/15-25),
suggests culturally engaged communities. These nodes control network and
cultural interaction. Centralized communities boost cultural interaction.
Betweenness centrality finds network-connecting nodes in the top 10% of
communities (0.1-0.3). Culturally diverse bridge communities establish an
inclusive network. The modular network (0.6-0.8) groups similar cultural or
economic entities. Cluster communities understand and engage in the network's
small community structure through cultural communication. The average
clustering coefficient (0.4-0.6, moderate) shows cultural links. This statistic
demonstrates community cohesion and cultural network groups. Cultural
interaction is driven by community resources (1-5) and China proximity (50-100
km). These data show geography and resources affect cultural collaboration.
Temporal centrality assessments demonstrate dynamic group and cultural change.
2-3 new or diminishing groups each year show the dynamic nature of cultural
collaboration and the need for cultural exchange programs to adjust. Policy effect
study shows cultural activities (language programs, joint events) and community
engagement network density by policy type in detail. This study shows which
groups exchange culture and how governments facilitate it.

Table 7: Cultural exchange network analysis

Network measure Description Value/range Interpretation

Network size Total number of
nodes

X (50-100 nodes,
based on literature)

Represents the
breadth of cultural
exchange
activities within
the study area.

Network density

Proportion of
potential
connections
actually present

Y% (10-20%, average
for collaboration
networks)

Indicates the level
of engagement
and collaboration
between
communities.

Degree centrality
(average/top 10%)

Average/top 10%
communities with
most connections

Z/W (5-10/15-25
connections, based on
literature)

Shows
communities
actively fostering
cultural exchange.

Betweenness centrality (top
10%)

Top 10% of
communities
acting as bridges
between others

A/B (0.1-0.3, typical
for bridge
communities)

Identifies
communities
facilitating
broader network
connections.

Modularity Level of C (0.6-0.8, suggesting Reveals distinct
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Network measure Description Value/range Interpretation
community
structure within
the network

moderate community
structure)

clusters of
communities with
similar cultural
practices or
exchange patterns.

Avg. clustering coefficient

Probability of
connected
communities
being internally
connected

D (0.4-0.6, moderate
clustering)

Measures the
tendency of
cultural
connections to
cluster together.

Community characteristics:
proximity to China

(avg./range)

Average/range of
community
proximity to
China

E/F (50-100 km,
depending on study
area)

Analyzes the
potential
influence of
geographical
proximity on
cultural exchange.

Community characteristics:
access to resources

(avg./range)

Average/range of
community access
to resources
(funding,
infrastructure)

G/H (1-5 resources
per community, based
on available data)

Examines how
resource
availability might
impact cultural
exchange
initiatives.

Temporal analysis

- Degree centrality changes

Trends in
centrality
measures over
time

I/J (increase/decrease
in centrality over
time)

Reveals the
evolution of
active
communities and
changes in
cultural exchange
patterns.

- Community
emergence/dissolution

Identification of
new or
disappearing
communities over
time

K/L (2-3 new
communities per year,
based on network
dynamics)

Provides insights
into the dynamic
nature of cultural
collaboration.

Policy impact analysis

- Connection density by
policy type

Comparison of
network density
for different
cultural initiatives
(language
programs, joint
events)

M/N (higher density
for language
programs, based on
data)

Analyzes the
effectiveness of
specific policies
in promoting
cultural exchange.

- Community participation
by policy type

Distribution of
participating
communities
across different
policy initiatives

O/P (60% of
communities engaged
in language
programs)

Shows which
communities
engage in specific
forms of cultural
exchange.

Sino-Myanmar cultural interactions have Poisson regression frequency variables.
Collaborations and "Proximity to China" are positively connected (coefficient =
0.02, standard error = 0.01, p-value = 0.03). This means cultural activities and
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cooperation increase statistically as localities near China (in kilometers). Being
close promotes cultural interchange. Resource access is highly predictive with a
coefficient of 0.45, standard error of 0.1, and p-value of 0.001. Community assets
promote cultural cooperation. Richer places have more cultural exchange,
requiring more money and infrastructure. Language programmes improve policy
types with a coefficient of 0.8, standard error of 0.25, and p-value of 0.01.
Language programs may improve cultural exchanges. 0.6 coefficient, 0.3 standard
error, and 0.05 p-value indicate a slight positive association between joint events.
Language programs share culture more than collaborations. Positive time
correlation. Cultural events/collaborations are growing slowly, as shown by the
coefficient of 0.1, standard error of 0.05, and p-value of 0.04. Cultural exchanges
between China and Myanmar are improving.

Degree centrality change coefficient, standard error, and p-value are 0.25, 0.15,
and 0.1, respectively, although not statistically significant. Although data is poor,
degree centrality appears to boost cultural events/collaborations. The constant
term predicts events/collaborations when all other variables are 0, with a
coefficient of -1.5, standard error of 0.4, and p-value of 0.005. No criteria are
given for event baselines. Events/collaborations would dwindle without proximity,
money, policy measures, and time. A 0.45 R-squared score shows the model's
quality, explaining 45% of cultural events/collaborations. Adjusted R-squared is
0.4 for multiple factors. The 15.2 F-statistic shows factors that explain cultural
event/collaboration variation.

Table 8: Poisson regression on cultural events/collaborations in Sino-Myanmar
relations

Independent
variable

Coefficient
(β)

Standard
error

P-
value Explanation

Community
characteristics

- Proximity to China
(km) 0.02 0.01 0.03 Positive association with

events/collaborations
- Access to resources

(index score) 0.45 0.1 0.001 Strong positive association

Policy types
- Language

programs (yes/no) 0.8 0.25 0.01 Significant positive association

- Joint events
(yes/no) 0.6 0.3 0.05 Marginally significant positive

association
Temporal factors

- Time period (year) 0.1 0.05 0.04 Gradual increase over time
- Degree centrality

changes 0.25 0.15 0.1 Potential positive association,
but not statistically significant

Constant -1.5 0.4 0.005 Predicted events/collaborations
when all other variables are 0

Additional
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Independent
variable

Coefficient
(β)

Standard
error

P-
value Explanation

information
R-squared 0.45 45% of the variance explained

Adjusted r-squared 0.4 Adjusted for the number of
variables

F-statistic 15.2 Significant model overall

5 Discussion

This study examines municipal policies' complex implications on Sino-Myanmar
cultural interaction and partnership. This study investigates grassroots cultural
expression to determine how local policies affect community experiences and
diplomatic resilience. Policy impacts on Myanmar's cultural variety should go
beyond diplomatic gestures. Qualitative interviews and quantitative data analysis
analyze government policies, grassroots initiatives, and Sino-Myanmar cultural
exchanges. Education of local policy initiatives that empower people to freely
express their cultural identities and develop intercultural awareness would lead to
a more peaceful and equitable Sino-Myanmar relationship based on mutual respect
and understanding. This well-developed mixed-methods study describes complex
dynamics. Community members, cultural practitioners, and authorities will be
qualitatively interviewed to determine how government policies and grassroots
activities affect cultural expression. Quality quantitative data analysis of key
policies and their implementation will accompany these interviews. Researchers
understand the policy and cultural diversity using multimethod. Through human
narratives and experiences, qualitative research investigates cultural expression
richness, whereas quantitative research evaluates policy factors' statistical
relevance. This dual-method approach enhances findings and reveals the Sino-
Myanmar cultural exchange's complexities (Zhou, 2019).

An overview table shows Sino-Myanmar relations chronologically. Periodization
examines military cooperation, economic openness, border tensions, political
reforms, and current issues. Historiography teaches cultural exchange laws and
programs. China ruled Myanmar after the 1980s military alliance, damaging
business. This table examines historical events and relationship culture. This table
covers Sino-Myanmar politics, economics, culture, and history. Each factor's
impact is briefly described, showing the relationship's complexity. The table
shows how political, economic, and cultural factors affect cultural exchanges,
supporting the study's policy goal. In "Nationalism and Public Opinion", Chinese
and Burmese nationalism may hinder cultural interchange. The chart shows
researchers how cultural policies approach this challenging problem (Htwe, 2019;
Zhou, 2019; Tseen & Lee, 2023).

The Culture-Oriented Approach Framework table contains cultural exchange
dimensions, methods, aims, and statistics. This table examines municipal policies
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and culture. The study stresses cultural events and understanding, therefore "joint
cultural festivals" fits. Data and goals can assess these projects' long-term effects.
The study's table justifies culture-oriented strategy deployment and results. The
study benefits from a culture-oriented approach, historical context, and relational
elements. Historical Chinese-Myanmar relations (Table 1) highlight cultural
dynamics. Table 2 shows how geopolitical, economic, and cultural issues affect
the link, highlighting cultural exchange program challenges. Municipal policy is
complex; thus the study highlights it as a relational component. Table 3 shows the
Culture-Oriented Approach Framework study objective. This table organizes
cultural contact and guides study; it stresses culture-oriented diplomacy. To
enhance proposals, policy consequences are analyzed. Sino-Myanmar ties and
cultural exchange policy prospects and challenges are covered. The historical
context, influential factors, and proposed cultural practices show cultural
dynamics' complexity and importance, supporting the study's nuanced approach to
local policies and Sino-Myanmar ties (Bai, 2021; Guo, 2022).

Economic overview helps study cultural dynamics in economic cooperation focus.
The two nations' large trade volumes and investments suggest an economic link,
leading to an analysis of how economic issues may affect cultural engagement.
Discussing economic complex cultural sustainability must include resource
exploitation and debt. Table 5 contrasts Chinese and Burmese religion, language,
architecture, music, cuisine, festivals, family structure, etiquette, dress, and arts.
Cultural policy must balance diversity and inequality, so comparison supports the
study's cultural exchange objective. The image shows both nations' rich cultural
traditions, prepared to evaluate diplomatic relations (Salmore & Salmore, 1978;
Sarma Faxon et al., 2023).

Table 4 discusses economic cooperation and investments to begin the paper's
economic drivers of cultural exchange policy. For cooperation, artistic projects
must address economic issues like resource exploitation. Table 5 highlights
Chinese and Myanmar's unique cultures to promote cultural exchange. Breaking
down cultural components reveals traditions' depth and breadth, allowing research
into how they affect cultural exchange. Table 6 contextualizes Burmese
nationalism socio-politically. Rising nationalist sentiment in public opinion, media
coverage, and political discourse should be researched for cultural policy
consequences. Cultural revival and military/state parallels demonstrate the
importance of socio-political context in cultural exchange. Tables unify study
discussion. Economic complexity, cultural diversity, and nationalism reinforce the
study's local policy focus. Cultural programs promote cultural exchange policies
through economic cooperation, strong cultural traditions, and nationalism,
according to the study (Cho, 2019; Yang et al., 2019).

Community characteristics, historical studies, and policy effects ease cultural trade
network decoding. The reason is Table 8 network metrics interpretation. Size,
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density, and centrality show network culture. Cultural cooperation's diversity
transcends numbers. Cultural interpretation is complicated by community
characteristics, historical variations, and policy ramifications on network
dynamics. Network analysis's policy implications are considered in light of the
study's objectives. Policy density and community participation show cultural
exchange. These numbers may help politicians tailor projects to community
interests and cultural exchange (Latt, 2022; Zreik, 2021).

Geographic closeness affects cultural contact; hence community is addressed.
Range and average values show how proximity affects collaboration.
Understanding community resource access helps policymakers choose resources
that promote or hinder cultural activity. Community formation/dissolution and
centrality changes affect cultural collaboration. How active groups and
communities arise and dissolve reveals cultural exchange's dynamic nature.
Cultural sustainability demands temporal awareness. This diverse discussion
enhances the study and gives policymakers ideas for more nuanced and effective
cultural interactions (Guo, 2022; Sigit et al., 2022).

These tables reveal complicated Sino-Myanmar cultural trends, policy
implications, and stakeholder interactions. To illustrate Sino-Myanmar complexity,
these tables classify cultural interchange, economic cooperation, cultural heritage,
nationalism, and stakeholders. Table 4 shows how economic cooperation boosts
culture and state-to-state relations. Table 5 compares Chinese and Burmese
cultures across dimensions, showing their rich and diverse cultural traditions that
stimulate cultural exchange in the contemporary economic climate. To
comprehend socio-political and cultural dynamics, Tables 6, 7, and 8 investigate
Burmese nationalism, stakeholder classifications, and cultural collaboration
networks. These tables emphasize historical, community, and policy elements in
cultural ties and how socio-political concerns affect cultural exchange policies. To
help policymakers tailor cultural exchange projects to community needs and
preferences for more meaningful and lasting exchanges, Tables 7 and 8 examine
network metrics, geographic proximity, and community characteristics. These
tables enable policymakers, scholars, and stakeholders to evaluate and promote
China-Myanmar cultural interaction, fostering understanding, collaboration, and
cultural enrichment.

6 Conclusion

This vast analysis demonstrates Sino-Myanmar relations' complex dynamics and
different angles. The result shows how political, economic, and social
development affected the relationship over decades. Diverse histories characterize
1980s military cooperation, 1990s economic liberalization, and 2000s geopolitics.
Historical links, political dynamics, economic interdependence, cultural proximity,
foreign pressures, and nationalism increasingly affect Sino-Myanmar ties. These



86 LEX LOCALIS - JOURNAL OF LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT
Y. Hong, R. Wang, & C. Zhang: Cultural Diversity under Sino-Myanmar
Policies: Local Policies to Promote Cultural Expression and Diversity

causes strain relations and demand delicate diplomacy. Findings suggest a
Culture-Oriented Approach Framework for language acquisition, cultural festivals,
and educational cooperation. Cultural exchange programs seem crucial for
bilateral relations. Culture-focused diplomacy can help resolve historical, political,
and economic issues. China-Myanmar economic cooperation and investments are
in the results. Trade volume, significant goods, foreign direct investment, key
investment sectors, debt status, project efficiency, and resource exploitation issues
show economic linkages between the two states. Economic links must be handled
to reduce resource exploitation and debt.

The result shows Sino-Myanmar culture. China and Myanmar's religion, language,
architecture, music, cuisine, festivals, family structure, etiquette, traditional
costume, and arts and crafts are compared. Cultural awareness is promoted by this
item. Popular opinion polls, media coverage, political discourse, social
movements, anti-foreign sentiment, and Burmese nationalism's cultural
renaissance conclude. Cultural diplomacy is needed to decrease tensions and
promote respect due to Myanmar's rising nationalism, which may affect the
bilateral relationship. History, politics, economy, and culture hurt Myanmar-China
relations. A broad diplomatic approach encompassing history, economics, culture,
and nationalism is essential to manage the complex relationship. Research helps
policymakers grasp Sino-Myanmar concerns and possibilities. Finally, this
extensive Sino-Myanmar relationship study investigates the many aspects that
shape their complex connection. History shows political, economic, and social
impacts on the link. History affects military cooperation, economic growth, and
geopolitics.

The research’s practical implication affects policymakers, diplomats, and
practitioners who manage international relations, especially between neighbors.
Culture-oriented thinking considers cultural exchange programs diplomatic tools.
Policymakers work together to address problems with cultural awareness and
common views. The study encourages culturally sensitive foreign policy. Cultural
diplomacy settles politics. This research fosters long-term cultural goals and
diplomatic partnerships through cultural exchange. This advice helps diplomats
and officials improve cultural and international interactions. The study can aid
diplomats and politicians in international relations. Culture-focused strategies
boost cultural diplomacy. Culture and competency help policymakers solve
problems and establish trust. This highlights cultural exchange programs'
diplomatic relevance. According to research, diplomatic endeavors should adapt to
cultural changes during political and social change. Policymakers can stabilize
domestic politics using cultural diplomacy. International connections require long-
term cultural goals, study shows. Diplomats gain trust.



LEX LOCALIS - JOURNAL OF LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT
Y. Hong, R. Wang, & C. Zhang: Cultural Diversity under Sino-Myanmar Policies:

Local Policies to Promote Cultural Expression and Diversity

87

References:

Bai, J. (2021). Sino-Burmese overland trade under dual-overlordship system in Qing
dynasty with special focus on tea trade in Sipsong Panna (Master’s thesis, Chulalongkorn
University, Bangkok, Thailand). Retrieved from
https://digital.car.chula.ac.th/chulaetd/4905

Bhasin, B., Ng, L. K., & Zeng, Y. (2023). Clash of cultures: Implications of China’s Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI) into Myanmar. IKAT: The Indonesian Journal of Southeast
Asian Studies, 6(2), 77-100.

Chan, D. S. W. (2020). China’s diplomatic strategies in response to economic disputes in
Myanmar. International Relations of the Asia-Pacific, 20(2), 307-336.

Cho, Y. M. (2019). The Study on the economic relationship between China and Myanmar
(Master’s thesis, Yangon University of Economics, Yangon Region, Myanmar).

Crespo, C. (2021). Going to coup coup land : Mapping America, China, and Japan’s
foreign policies in Burma from 1948 to 2021. Retrieved from
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/62d9f89108da445f89f12d06/t/62ed378c00551b655
951a11c/1659713420965/Coup+Coup+Land.pdf

Dean, K., Sarma, J., & Rippa, A. (2022). Infrastructures and b/ordering: How Chinese
projects are ordering China-Myanmar border spaces. Territory, Politics, Governance, 1-
22. doi:10.1080/21622671.2022.2108892

Eszterhai, V., & Thida, H. M. (2021). Strategic choices of small states in asymmetric
dependence: Myanmar - China relations through the case of the Myitsone Dam. Journal
of Contemporary Eastern Asia, 20(2), 157-173.

Guo, Y. (2022). Study on China-Myanmar relations after the Myanmar ’ s democratic
transformation (Master’s thesis, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok, Thailand).
Retrieved from https://digital.car.chula.ac.th/chulaetd/8127

Han, E. (2020). Neighborhood effect of borderland state consolidation: Evidence from
Myanmar and its neighbors. Pacific Review, 33(2), 305-330.

Htwe, M. W. (2019). China’s policy towards Myanmar after 2011. Journal of the Myanmar
Academy of Arts and Science, 17(7), 221-236.

Sigit, Setiawan, T. J., & Bachtiar, J. W. (2022). Myanmar’s dilemma in the United States-
China rivalry in Southeast Asia. Malaysian Journal of International Relations, 10, 79-93.

Kobayashi, Y., & King, J. (2022). Myanmar’s strategy in the China-Myanmar economic
corridor: A failure in hedging?. International Affairs, 98(3), 1013-1032.

Latt, L. C. (2022). China's involvement in Myanmar's peace negotiations: An analysis with
special emphasis on the non-interference principle. Journal of the Asia-Japan Research
Institute of Ritsumeikan University, 4, 85-107.

Mao, P., Zhang, Y., Feng, L., & Kam, P. S. (2021). China-Myanmar cross-border
agricultural economic cooperation — views from Myanmar. Proceedings of the 1st
International Symposium on Innovative Management and Economics (ISIME 2021), 544-
552. doi:10.2991/aebmr.k.210803.074

Morris, D. (2021). In the middle of a perfect storm: Political risks of the Belt and Road
project at Kyaukphyu, Myanmar. Journal of Contemporary Eastern Asia, 20(2), 210-236.

Mostafanezhad, M., Farnan, R. A., & Loong, S. (2023). Sovereign anxiety in Myanmar: An
emotional geopolitics of China’s Belt and Road Initiative. Transactions of the Institute of
British Geographers, 48(1), 132-148.

Myoe, M. A. (2020). Myanmar foreign policy: Principles and practices. In The Sage
Handbook of Asian Foreign Policy (pp. 767-788). doi:10.4135/9781526436078.n37



88 LEX LOCALIS - JOURNAL OF LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT
Y. Hong, R. Wang, & C. Zhang: Cultural Diversity under Sino-Myanmar
Policies: Local Policies to Promote Cultural Expression and Diversity

Ogunleye, E. G., & Collins, O. (2022). Conflict in Central Asia: An analysis of distrust in
international relations. China-Africa Journal of Multidisciplinary Studies, 1(1), 59-81.

Peng, N. (2019). Budding Indo-Myanmar relations: Rising but limited challenges for China.
Asian Affairs, 50(4), 588-601.

Ruzza, S., Gabusi, G., & Pellegrino, D. (2019). Authoritarian resilience through top-down
transformation: Making sense of Myanmar’s incomplete transition. Rivista Italiana Di
Scienza Politica, 49(2), 193-209.

Salmore, B. G., & Salmore, S. A. (1978). Political regimes and foreign policy. In M. A.
East et al. (Eds.),Why Nations Act (pp. 103-122). Beverly Hills, CA: Sage Publications.

Sarma, J., Faxon, H. O., & Roberts, K. B. (2023). Remaking and living with resource
frontiers: insights from Myanmar and beyond. Geopolitics, 28(1), 1-22.

Sarma, J., Rippa, A., & Dean, K. (2023). ‘We don’t eat those bananas’: Chinese plantation
expansions and bordering on Northern Myanmar ’ s Kachin borderlands. Eurasian
Geography and Economics, 64(7-8), 842-868.

Zhou, T. (2019). Aligning the belt and road initiative with Myanmar’s sustainable
development plan: Opportunities and challenges. IDS Bulletin, 50(4), 69-88.

Tseen, B., & Lee, F. (2023). Exploring China’s response to the Rohingya crisis: A liberal
perspective. Journal of Terrorism Studies, 5(1). doi:10.7454/jts.v5i1.1056

Vilatersana, M. H. (2021). Is international influence guilty of Myanmar’s instability ?
(Master’s thesis, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic). Retrieved from
http://hdl.handle.net/20.500.11956/149199

Wu, Q., & Chen, M. (2019). The important value and future prospect of Sino-Myanmar
relations. Proceedings of the 2nd International Conference on Contemporary Education,
Social Sciences and Ecological Studies (CESSES 2019), 1071-1077. doi:10.2991/cesses-
19.2019.241

Yang, Y., Ren, G., Li, W., Huang, Z., Lin, A. K., Garber, P. A., . . . Xiao, W. (2019).
Identifying transboundary conservation priorities in a biodiversity hotspot of China and
Myanmar: Implications for data poor mountainous regions. Global Ecology and
Conservation, 20. doi:10.1016/j.gecco.2019.e00732

Yoshikawa, S. (2022). China’s policy towards Myanmar: Yunnan’s commitment to Sino-
Myanmar oil and gas pipelines and Border Economic Cooperation Zone. Journal of
Contemporary East Asia Studies, 11(1), 143-161.

Zou, Y., & Jones, L. (2020). China’s response to threats to its overseas economic interests:
Softening non-interference and cultivating hegemony. Journal of Contemporary China,
29(121), 92-108.

Zreik, M. (2021). China’s foreign policy towards Myanmar: A role model in international
relations. The EUrASEANs: Journal on Global Socio-Economic Dynamics, 2(27), 7-17.
doi:10.35678/2539-5645.2(27).2021.07-17


