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Abstract This research investigates the impact of coastal 

management regulations on Indonesia's tourism. Through literature 

review, it examines the effectiveness of statutory regulations. In order 

to manage coastal resources sustainably, comprehensive legislation 

and stakeholder involvement are needed. The importance of laws such 

as the PWP3K, Spatial Planning, and Job Creation for regulating 

coastal areas is underscored. These laws and regulations have a 

crucial role in achieving integrated and sustainable coastal area 

management, which must be implemented through spatial planning 

policies. Sustainable development requires a legal basis for coastal 

spatial planning regulations based on the 1945 Constitution and 

Pancasila philosophy. 
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1 Introduction 

 

Indonesia, an archipelago nation located between the Indian and Pacific Oceans, lies 

between the continents of Australia and Asia. The country consists of 17,508 islands, 

both large and small, covering an area of 81,000 km of straight baselines (Kusuma-

Atmadja & Purwaka, 1996: 63). Located between Asia and Australia, this country 

offers a rich human and cultural resource base that can facilitate the growth of the 

tourism industry (Fafurida et al., 2020: 6476). 

 

In addition to enhancing the welfare and prosperity of the population, appropriate 

planning and management of these resources can contribute significantly towards 

national objectives. In particular, these include leveraging tourism attractions to 

promote regional growth, fostering equitable commercial opportunities, and 

strengthening international relations. For example, in the Nusa Tenggara Timur 

province of Indonesia, the local government has implemented a coastal tourism 

program that provides economic benefits to local communities while preserving the 

region’s cultural and natural heritage (Pambudi & Hariandi, 2021: 3). 

 

Furthermore, the growth of the sharing economy in combination with the increase in 

tourism intensity can have both positive and negative impacts on local communities 

(Plzáková & Studnička, 2021: 69). As a potent socio-economic force, tourism can also 

be a significant influence on cultural dynamics and environmental health (del Río-

Vázquez et al., 2019: 4-5). Accordingly, a comprehensive approach to tourism, which 

considers stakeholder roles, environmental impacts, and principles of equality, is 

increasingly important (Arida, 2016; Birendra et al., 2021: 2). 

 

In spite of this, there is often a contentious relationship between tourism and the 

environment. However, tourism can also negatively affect the environment, including 

pollution, ecosystem disruption, and an escalation of human-wildlife conflict 

(Mckercher & Du Cros, 2012: 11-12). Therefore, to ensure long-term sustainability, 

tourism development must be balanced with environmental conservation. 

 

It is particularly important to recognize that coastal areas present a dynamic 

interaction between land, sea, and air, which is continually reshaped by processes such 

as coastal advancement and retreat, changes in land use, and exploitation of resources. 

Through these processes, a complex environment develops characterized by diverse 

physical and ecological features that support a wide range of human activities, such 

as tourism, fisheries, and transportation (Crossland et al., 2005; Imami, 2014). 

However, the tourism industry's demand for pristine and attractive natural resources 

poses additional environmental challenges (Supardi, 2003). In order to address these 

challenges, conservation measures have included the implementation of regulations, 

the development of sustainable practices, and the promotion of education and public 
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involvement. To preserve the unique allure of these environments, it is vital to achieve 

ecological sustainability while encouraging tourism growth. 

 

Based on the above context, the primary objective of this study is to investigate the 

development of regulatory systems that will effectively govern coastal management, 

thereby ensuring that a harmonious balance is maintained between environmental 

conservation and tourism growth. As a result, the study will focus on the following 

research questions: 

1. What is the impact of statutory regulations on coastal area management on 

Indonesian tourism development? 

2. Why is it important to develop a coastal area management regulatory system for 

tourism development? 

 

2 Literature overviews 

 

2.1 Coastal Tourism and Sustainability 

 

Coastal tourism, a crucial driver of economic growth, frequently confronts 

sustainability issues due to the intricate balance needed between environmental 

preservation and tourism expansion. Tourism growth, though economically 

advantageous, can pose significant threats to the environment if not managed 

appropriately, subsequently affecting the very attractions that appeal to tourists 

(Arida, 2016; del Río-Vázquez et al., 2019: 4-5). In addition, coastal areas, with their 

natural beauty, biodiversity, and cultural attractions, draw many domestic and 

international tourists each year. 

 

However, despite its economic benefits, coastal tourism often grapples with 

sustainability issues. The principal challenge lies in maintaining an intricate balance 

between environmental preservation and tourism expansion. Unchecked tourism 

growth, while economically advantageous, can pose significant threats to the 

environment. For example, the overuse of natural resources, improper waste 

management, and tourism infrastructure construction can lead to habitat degradation, 

pollution, and loss of biodiversity (del Río-Vázquez et al., 2019: 4-5). 

 

Environmental degradation affects attractions that appeal to tourists. The 

degradation of coral reefs, the pollution of beaches, and the destruction of coastal 

vegetation can all deter tourists, leading to a decline in tourism and thereby 

negatively impacting the local economy (Zhang et al., 2019: 162). Moreover, these 

environmental changes can also harm local communities who depend on these 

resources for their livelihoods, including fishing and small-scale tourism operations 

(Macusi et al., 2020: 4). 
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Consequently, it is imperative that the growth of tourism does not jeopardize 

ecological balance. This involves promoting sustainable practices such as 

responsible tourism, minimizing waste, and conserving water. Regulatory systems, 

as a result, play an instrumental role in maintaining this delicate equilibrium. They 

establish guidelines for sustainable practices and help ensure that tourism expansion 

does not compromise the ecological balance of coastal areas (Birendra et al., 2021: 

2; Sudaryanto, 2018). 

 

Therefore, coastal tourism sustainability depends on the careful management of its 

growth, as well as on the protection and preservation of the natural environment. 

Coastal tourism must maintain the natural and cultural integrity of its destinations 

in order to continue to benefit local economies. This requires a concerted effort from 

all stakeholders, including governments, tourism operators, tourists, and local 

communities. As a result, tourism development should be aligned with principles of 

sustainability. 

 

2.2 Regulatory Systems in Coastal Management 

 

Regulatory systems form the backbone of any environmental management strategy, 

including coastal tourism. These systems, comprising laws, regulations, and 

guidelines, set the boundaries within which tourism activities can take place. 

Regulations aim to balance the economic benefits of tourism with the need to 

conserve and protect the coastal environment, thus promoting sustainable practices 

(Birendra et al., 2021: 2; Sudaryanto, 2018). 

 

In Indonesia, for instance, Law Number 27 of 2007 and its amendment, Law 

Number 1 of 2014, provide a regulatory framework for coastal areas and small 

islands management. These laws delineate responsibilities, establish conservation 

areas, and set guidelines for coastal resource exploitation. It is indispensable that 

these laws are enacted in order to direct the development of the tourism industry in 

a sustainable manner and avoid the degradation of the environment in the process 

(Atsmara & Kusuma, 2014: 35; Huda et al., 2018: 5). 

 

Nevertheless, the effectiveness of these regulations may differ depending on the 

local government and regulations in place. Due to the unique environmental, 

cultural, and socioeconomic characteristics of each coastal area, the application of 

these laws requires a certain degree of flexibility. The implementation of these 

regulations must be tailored to the specific needs and conditions of each location 

(Pomeroy, 1995: 147). Adapting guidelines to local ecosystems or taking into 

account the socioeconomic impact on local communities may be necessary in this 

process. 
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Law Number 32 of 2014 concerning Maritime Affairs represents another significant 

piece of legislation. This law offers comprehensive regulations on sea management, 

including maritime spatial planning, resource conservation, and pollution control. 

It's a key tool for ensuring the sustainability of both the tourism industry and the 

marine environment (Ardyantara, 2019: 210-212; Maccarrone et al., 2014: 324). 

 

As a result, effective regulatory systems are essential part of coastal management. 

They provide the framework within which sustainable tourism development can 

occur, balancing economic growth with environmental conservation. However, the 

successful application of these regulations requires a nuanced understanding of the 

local context and the flexibility to adapt to changing conditions. Therefore, ongoing 

efforts should focus on enhancing these regulatory systems and ensuring their 

effective implementation in different local contexts. 

 

2.3 Socio-economics of coastal tourism 

 

In coastal communities, tourism has significant socioeconomic implications, 

particularly for communities that rely heavily on fishing and other marine resources. 

Certainly, tourism expansion can bring significant economic benefits to these 

communities, providing job opportunities and income sources beyond traditional 

fishing activities (Talib et al., 2022: 3). However, uncontrolled or poorly managed 

tourism development can strain local resources and disrupt traditional livelihoods, 

leading to socio-economic issues. 

 

A key challenge lies in managing resource competition between the tourism 

industry and local communities. Local communities rely on the same resources - 

such as fish, coral reefs, and beaches - that attract tourists for their livelihoods and 

cultural practices. Unfortunately, overuse or misuse of these resources by the 

tourism industry can lead to their degradation and depletion, which can have serious 

adverse effects on local communities (Crona et al., 2010: 764). 

 

Additionally, tourism benefits are often unequally distributed, favoring businesses 

and individuals directly involved in the industry. This disparity can lead to social 

tensions and inequities within coastal communities (Bennett et al., 2018: 188). 

Accordingly, fair and inclusive tourism policies are necessary to ensure that all 

members of the community benefit from the growth of tourism. 

 

The integration of terrestrial and marine spatial planning, as proposed in the Job 

Creation Law in Indonesia, is a step towards addressing these challenges. This 

approach seeks to balance the needs of different sectors and stakeholders, providing 

a more coordinated management of land and marine resources (Laturette et al., 2021: 

1315; Sunyowati, 2020: 83). The initiative represents a move toward a more 
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comprehensive approach to coastal management that takes into account tourism's 

socio-economic impact. 

 

It is important to note that while coastal tourism can bring substantial economic 

benefits, it also presents socio-economic challenges that should be carefully 

managed. Coastal management regulations should take into account the socio-

economic implications of coastal tourism. In order to promote tourism growth while 

protecting the interests of local communities, a balance must be struck. This can be 

achieved by ensuring that coastal resources are accessible to all, their benefits are 

distributed fairly, and their use is sustainable. 

 

2.4 Integrated Spatial Planning and Coastal Management 

 

In coastal management, integrated spatial planning is an approach that aims to 

provide a comprehensive, coordinated management of both land and marine 

resources. As well as the interconnectedness of terrestrial and marine ecosystems, 

this approach acknowledges the multitude of uses and stakeholders involved in 

coastal areas (Laturette et al., 2021: 1315). An important advancement in coastal 

management in Indonesia has been the adoption of integrated spatial planning. 

 

The Job Creation Law in Indonesia proposes the integration of terrestrial and marine 

spatial planning. This proposal represents a departure from traditional sectoral or 

jurisdictional approaches to coastal management, which often result in fragmented 

and ineffective management. Instead, integrated spatial planning seeks to 

harmonize different uses and interests, aligning them with sustainable development 

and ecological balance (Sunyowati, 2020: 83). 

 

However, implementing integrated spatial planning is not without challenges. It 

requires robust institutional capacities and cross-sectoral coordination mechanisms. 

It also requires comprehensive and up-to-date data on coastal resources, as well as 

social, economic, and ecological dynamics at play in coastal areas (Laturette et al., 

2021: 1315; Ramadhani, 2021: 90). These requirements underscore the need for 

strong regulatory systems and supportive policy environments. 

 

In spite of these challenges, integrated spatial planning offers significant potential 

for improving the sustainability of coastal tourism and management. It can help 

manage competing interests and uses, prevent resource depletion and degradation, 

and ensure that benefits are distributed equally (Laturette et al., 2021: 1315; 

Ramadhani, 2021: 90). It can also facilitate the incorporation of climate change 

considerations and adaptation strategies into coastal management, making coastal 

areas more resilient to future changes (Fernandino et al., 2018: 34). 
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Therefore, integrated spatial planning is a promising approach to coastal 

management in the context of tourism growth and sustainability. It is essential that 

robust regulatory systems, strong institutional capacities, and a comprehensive 

understanding of coastal dynamics are in place to ensure the success of this 

approach. As such, it should be a key consideration in the development and revision 

of coastal management regulations. This will help to ensure that coastal areas are 

managed in a sustainable way that balances the needs of the local community with 

the interests of the tourism industry (Djunarsjah et al., 2022: 4; Gallagher, 2007: 

118). It will also help to protect the delicate balance of coastal ecosystems and their 

associated biodiversity. 

 

3 Research Methods 

 

This study applies a theoretical analysis approach, principally due to the nature of 

the research questions which seek to explore the underlying principles, regulations, 

and implications of existing laws related to coastal management and tourism 

development (Piga, 2003: 888). The analysis is conducted using a statutory 

approach, which involves in-depth library research, to comprehend the concepts and 

theories related to coastal management laws and tourism development regulations. 

The methodology is designed to directly correspond to the study's objectives and is 

implemented as follows: 

1) Theoretical Examination of Legal Principles: The first stage of this theoretical 

analysis is dedicated to identifying and understanding the legal principles 

embedded within coastal management and tourism development regulations. 

This involves an in-depth exploration of the philosophical underpinnings of 

these principles, their implications, and their role in shaping behaviors within 

the tourism industry and coastal management. This analysis corresponds to the 

first objective of understanding the impact of statutory regulations on coastal 

area management in Indonesian tourism development. 

2) Theoretical Study of Legal Systems: The second stage involves the theoretical 

exploration of the characteristics of legal events and statutory regulations 

related to coastal management and tourism development. This investigation 

will illuminate the nature of existing legal systems, their effectiveness, and 

their impact on coastal management and tourism development. This stage 

addresses the second objective of investigating the importance of developing 

a coastal area management regulatory system for tourism development. 

3) Theoretical Assessment of Regulatory Synchronization: The final stage of the 

theoretical analysis involves a detailed examination of related laws and 

regulations to determine their compatibility and synchronization. This 

includes both vertical (across different levels of government) and horizontal 

(across different sectors or departments) synchronization. This assessment 

aims to understand the coherence within the regulatory framework and its 
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implications for effective coastal management and sustainable tourism 

development. 

 

4 Discussion 

 

4.1 Understanding the Impact of Statutory Regulations on Tourism 

Development 

 

This study examines the intersection of statutory regulations and tourism 

development, specifically within the context of coastal area management. These 

regulations play a critical role in defining the rights and obligations pertaining to 

the use and conservation of coastal resources. Providing such services directly 

impacts tourism development and success, and therefore has a significant impact on 

the national economy. 

 

This delicate balance between economic growth and environmental preservation is 

of particular importance in the Indonesian context. It is important to note that the 

country's regulatory framework acknowledges as well as emphasizes the 

importance of the tourism industry for the economy. In spite of that, Palumbi et al. 

(2009) maintain that environmental conservation is of paramount importance. 

 

The implications of this regulatory approach extend beyond economic 

considerations. The goals of sustainable development align economic growth with 

environmental stewardship, a concept that aims to harmonize economic growth and 

environmental stewardship. Furthermore, it should be noted that environmental 

conservation does not compromise economic growth. In fact, it is regarded as an 

indispensable component of sustainable development (Puluhulawa & Harun, 2017: 

33). 

 

This study examines this balance in more detail, examining the complexity of 

aligning short-term economic gains with long-term environmental goals. The article 

examines the effectiveness of current legislation in achieving this balance and 

highlights areas that may require further attention and regulation. Consequently, it 

contributes to the ongoing discourse on sustainable development, providing 

valuable insight into the delicate interplay between economic development, 

tourism, and environmental preservation. 

 

On the other hand, the existence of laws such as the PWP3K (Laws concerning 

management coastal areas and small island, commonly referred to as PWP3K Law) 

and the Job Creation Law, previous studies have indicated that these regulations 

might not be sufficient for the comprehensive and effective management of coastal 

areas (Dharsana et al., 2021: 49). The existing legislation provides a starting point, 

but it may lack the level of detail and enforcement necessary to fully address the 
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complexities of coastal area management. This leads to our second research 

question: How can we implement more comprehensive coastal management 

regulations that ensure the sustainability of natural resources? 

 

The answer to this question is crucial as it directly influences the longevity and 

preservation of Indonesia's tourist destinations. Tourism represents a significant 

portion of Indonesia's economy, and the allure of its coastal areas plays a significant 

role in attracting both domestic and international visitors (Yurista, 2016:206). 

Therefore, it is imperative to implement measures that will sustain the natural 

beauty and biodiversity of these coastal regions, maintaining their economic value 

without compromising their ecological integrity. 

 

Such measures include more stringent zoning regulations to protect sensitive areas, 

stricter enforcement of environmental regulations, and the promotion of sustainable 

tourism practices that minimize harm to the environment. Moreover, there should 

be a focus on improving the implementation of existing regulations, including 

clearer guidelines for businesses and better training for enforcement officers. 

 

Despite existing regulations, such as the PWP3K Law and the Job Creation Law, 

our findings suggest a need for more robust legislation to effectively manage coastal 

areas (Dharsana et al., 2021: 49). This observation addresses our second research 

question and highlights the importance of implementing comprehensive coastal 

management regulations to ensure the sustainability of natural resources. These 

measures are necessary to preserve the allure of Indonesian tourist destinations and 

maintain their economic value (Yurista, 2016:206). 

 

Integral to coastal area management is the principle of environmental protection. 

This principle is embodied in the PPLH Law (Laws concerning environmental 

protection and management, commonly referred to as PPLH Laws) and the 

Implementation of Environmental Protection and Management policy (Paul & 

Fakrulloh, 2021: 93). Together, they offer a comprehensive strategy to safeguard 

natural processes and mitigate environmental pollution. The PWP3K Law, further 

reinforced by amendments introduced in the Job Creation Law, provides a 

comprehensive framework for the coordinated management of coastal areas. Its aim 

is to minimize potential conflicts, thus embodying the Integrated Coastal Zone 

Management (ICZM) concept (Dharsana et al., 2021: 49). 

 

Strategic zoning and permit issuance form the backbone of coastal area 

management. The Job Creation Law defines a zone as a legally recognized space 

agreed upon by various stakeholders, with its status determined in accordance with 

spatial plans (Praise et al., 2022: 214). This zoning process is paramount to ensuring 

the appropriate use of coastal spaces, taking into account their potential resources 

and ecological capacities. In alignment with the PWP3K Law, any permanent use 
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of coastal spaces requires a location permit, which subsequently leads to a 

management permit (Raharja & Karim, 2022: 6). The issuance of these permits is 

guided by spatial planning and the broader zoning plan. 

 

Coastal area management ultimately strives for sustainable development while 

preserving the environment and ensuring resilience. In this context, sustainability – 

derived from the Latin "sustinere," signifying a long-term relationship – becomes a 

key measure of human activities related to nature (Kealiikanakaoleohaililani & 

Giardina, 2016: 60). Therefore, an effective coastal area management system 

requires an integrated approach, a clear understanding of responsibilities, and the 

application of ICZM principles. 

 

Despite existing laws mandating environmental protection in coastal areas, misuse 

and mismanagement have led to negative impacts such as pollution, abrasion, and 

erosion. Addressing these issues necessitates an integrated management approach 

that supports sustainable development and ecological justice. A policy analysis is 

needed to understand the existing arrangements and natural resources, guiding the 

development of legislation rooted in sustainable development. This underscores the 

importance of striking a balance between human activities and nature in the 

management of coastal areas for tourism development in Indonesia. 

 

4.2 Effectiveness of Existing Legislation in Coastal Area Management 

 

According to existing regulations, such as the PWP3K Law, regional governments 

are responsible for implementing policies and activities that manage coastal areas 

within their jurisdiction (Raharja & Karim, 2022: 6). In order to enhance the welfare 

of citizens, the Law provides that the government and the regional governments 

should coordinate various aspects such as planning, control, supervision, and 

exploitation of coastal potential. As a result of this approach, it is aligned with the 

concept of Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM), an integrated system that 

ties together local, regional, national, and international goals. 

 

ICZM involves four continuous activities, as described by Imami (2014) that 

communicating policies from each sector, integrating plans from each sector, 

synchronizing programs, and simplifying the process. Nevertheless, the 

effectiveness of this coordination depends on both the national and provincial levels 

of government, with the President overseeing at the national level and the Regional 

Heads managing at the provincial, district, and city levels. 

 

As a result of the PWP3K Law, a broad range of natural resources are available that 

can be used to support the development of cultural, socio-economic, and natural 

resources, as well as national sovereignty. To achieve sustainable development and 

ecological justice, coastal area management must adapt to the structure and nature 
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of the landscape so that people can take advantage of coastal resources. It is essential 

that managers in coastal areas comprehend the integration of their efforts, goals and 

objectives, values and ethics of development, and efforts to resolve disputes and 

work together between communities, governments, and stakeholders in order to 

achieve this (Raharja & Karim, 2022: 6). 

 

In order to be effective and efficient, coastal area management regulations must 

possess both normative-juridical and sociological-juridical characteristics. The 

implementation of these regulations in all segments of state administration is 

intended to establish order, certainty, and justice. This is in accordance with ICZM's 

objective of managing coastal areas according to sustainable development goals for 

ecological justice. 

 

As Sunyowati (2010) points out, it is crucial that national and international law be 

integrated and harmonized within the legal framework for drafting coastal area 

management regulations. There are a variety of coastal area management 

regulations, ranging from general principles contained in the state constitution, state 

policy instruments, and development plans (first level), to regulations relating to 

coastal governance (second level), implementation laws (third level), and local laws 

relating to coastal management (fourth level). These regulations are designed to 

protect the environment, resources, and people living in coastal areas. They are also 

designed to ensure sustainable development, while minimizing the potential impacts 

of climate change. 

 

Due to the complexity and openness of coastal areas, integrated and sustainable 

planning and management are needed to ensure optimal and continuous use of 

coastal resources. An important part of the national constitution and the PPLH Law 

is the concept of ecological justice, a philosophy that ensures the sustainability of 

the environment. It underlines the importance of access to resources for all citizens, 

emphasizing justice and diversity, and extending concern for the environment to 

future generations. 

 

In spite of the comprehensive nature of existing legislation, such as the PWP3K 

Law, its effectiveness in managing coastal areas extends beyond the mere existence 

of these laws. Implementation and execution of these policies are equally important. 

There is a challenge in coordinating and harmonizing efforts among a variety of 

sectors, disciplines, and stakeholders, each with a range of interests and impacts on 

coastal areas. 

 

Moreover, the openness of coastal areas to influence from various activities further 

complicates the management of these regions. In this regard, the true effectiveness 

of existing legislation depends on its ability to ensure proportionality in managing 
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all interests. This includes ecological, social, intersectoral, scientific disciplines, and 

stakeholders involved in coastal area management. 

 

Furthermore, the legislation should promote ecological justice, providing fair access 

to resources for all citizens, accommodating diversity, and extending concern for 

the environment to future generations. It should also consider the varying 

characteristics of different coastal areas and implement customized and sustainable 

planning and management strategies. 

 

Although the existing legislation provides a robust framework for managing coastal 

areas, continuous evaluation and adaptation are essential in order to meet the 

evolving challenges and complexities of coastal management. To achieve this goal, 

a comprehensive approach is required that harmonizes national and international 

laws, complies with the principles of sustainable development and ecological 

justice, and encourages cooperation among communities, governments, and 

stakeholders.  

 

4.3 Necessity and Implementation of Comprehensive Coastal 

Management Regulations 

 

Given the unique and delicate nature of coastal ecosystems, comprehensive coastal 

management regulations are imperative. In addition, they have socio-economic 

significance, and the myriad of competing interests they attract. This study has 

highlighted the need for further refinement of Indonesia's current legislative 

framework in order to effectively manage coastal areas. 

 

There has been a significant impact and a multifaceted impact of coastal 

management laws and regulations. In terms of economics, these regulations have 

contributed to the development of industries such as tourism, fishing, and 

aquaculture through the harnessing of coastal resources (Dharsana et al., 2021: 49; 

Kusuma-Atmadja & Purwaka, 1996: 63). The marine and coastal tourism sector in 

Indonesia contributes approximately 12% to the national GDP (World Bank, 2020). 

However, if not effectively managed, economic growth could result in 

overexploitation and subsequent resource depletion, emphasizing the need for 

comprehensive regulation. 

 

According to a social perspective, these laws and regulations have had a significant 

impact on the livelihoods of coastal communities. Coastal resources, such as 

fisheries, play an important role in providing employment and sustaining 

communities. Nevertheless, overexploitation and environmental degradation pose 

threats to these livelihoods, further emphasizing the need for sustainable 

management practices (Crona et al., 2010: 764). 

 



LEX LOCALIS - JOURNAL OF LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT 

B. H. M. Syamsudin, H. Adolf, A. A. D. Imami & D. E. Sukarsa: The 

Development of Regulation Systems for the Management of Coastal Areas in 

Indonesia’s Tourism 

915 

 

   

 

In terms of the environment, regulations that protect coastal ecosystems have been 

important for preserving biodiversity and mitigating the effects of climate change 

(Laturette et al., 2021: 1315; Wever et al., 2012: 66-67). In spite of these benefits, 

improved regulations are urgently needed in order to prevent activities such as the 

destruction of mangrove forests. As well as sequestering carbon, these forests also 

protect coastal areas. These forests are also important to local economies, providing 

tourism and fishing opportunities. Consequently, it is important to develop better 

regulations to protect mangrove forests and other coastal ecosystems (Wever et al., 

2012:66-67). 

 

First and foremost, this comprehensive legislation should clearly define the 

responsibilities of various levels of government. According to the PWP3K Law, 

regional governments are responsible for managing coastal areas (Raharja & Karim, 

2022: 6). However, decentralization must be accompanied by a strong coordination 

mechanism, especially in light of the interconnected nature of coastal ecosystems. 

A blueprint for this coordination can be found in the ICZM concept approach, which 

integrates the objectives of local, regional, national, and international levels 

(Laturette et al., 2021: 1315; Patlis, 2005: 460). 

 

Secondly, the comprehensive coastal management regulations should incorporate 

the principles of sustainable development and ecological justice. By adhering to 

these principles, coastal resources can be effectively utilized without compromising 

their sustainability for future generations. In order to achieve this goal, it is 

necessary to promote equitable access to resources, ensure the diversity of coastal 

areas, and minimize the adverse effects of resource extraction. 

 

In order to effectively implement these principles, it is vital to acknowledge and 

incorporate the nature and structure of the coastal landscape into management 

strategies. Regulations should be drafted to harness the inherent potential of these 

resources while protecting their cultural, socioeconomic, and natural values. This 

will ensure the sustainable utilization of these resources while minimizing conflicts 

between their traditional users and the commercial interests. It will also help to 

preserve the local ecosystem and its biodiversity. 

 

Furthermore, the regulations should establish normative-juridical as well as 

sociological-juridical characteristics for coastal areas (Huda et al., 2018: 5; Syahuri 

& Sitompul, 2020:16). As a result of the establishment of these legal principles, a 

sense of order, certainty, and justice can be achieved. Furthermore, it contributes to 

the prevention of conflicts between societies in coastal areas. 

 

Accordingly, the legislation should take into account the principles of 

environmental justice outlined in the 1945 Constitution and the PPLH Law. 

Legislation should ensure that the environment is protected and managed in a 
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proportionately just manner for all citizens, both across regions and across 

generations (Subagiyo et al., 2017). 

 

Finally, all stakeholders should be involved in the implementation of 

comprehensive coastal management regulations, including residents, government 

officials, and industry representatives. One of the main strengths of the existing 

legislative and organizational measures is the decentralization of coastal 

management responsibilities to regional governments under the PWP3K Law. The 

lack of coordination between different levels of government and sectors, however, 

can lead to overlapping jurisdictions and conflicts of interest (Laturette et al., 2021: 

1315; Patlis, 2005: 460). 

 

As a result, it is essential that these regulations are integrated and harmonized across 

all levels of government. The management of coastal areas will be based on national 

and international laws, local customs, and sustainable development goals, thus 

providing a holistic approach to coastal management. 

 

In order for these regulations to be effective, they must address the complex realities 

of coastal areas, which are influenced by a number of natural and human-induced 

factors. This complexity necessitates a multidimensional approach, involving the 

integration of scientific knowledge with traditional and local understanding. It also 

involves the balance between conservation and development, and the involvement 

of all relevant stakeholders in decision-making processes. 

 

Furthermore, these regulations should be flexible and adaptable to the dynamic 

nature of coastal areas. In this regard, it is necessary to establish mechanisms for 

monitoring and evaluation to assess the effectiveness of management strategies and 

to make necessary adjustments in the light of changing circumstances and new 

knowledge. As an example, regulations should take into account the impacts of 

climate change, which is expected to exacerbate issues in coastal areas such as sea-

level rise and a greater intensity of storms. 

 

5 Conclusions 

 

This study set out to examine the impact of statutory regulations on coastal area 

management and their significance for Indonesian tourism development. In 

response to the first question, we found that the future of coastal area management 

in Indonesia is highly dependent on a robust regulatory system. This system, which 

comprises substantive regulation and supervision, serves a dual purpose. It not only 

preserves the functionality of coastal areas but also ensures their optimal utilization 

for societal welfare and development, thereby benefiting both the present and future 

generations. Regrettably, the escalation of national development activities in these 

coastal areas has led to an increasing trend of environmental degradation and 
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pollution. This not only damages the vital coastal resources that sustain life but also 

translates into a significant societal burden. It is in this context that the role of 

statutory regulations becomes paramount, as they are designed to mitigate the 

ecological risks associated with coastal development. 

 

Addressing the second research question, our study has underscored the importance 

of developing a coastal area management regulatory system for tourism 

development. The implementation of such a system is critical in achieving 

ecological justice, which forms the bedrock of sustainable development. 

 

Specifically, the coastal area management regulatory system in Indonesia, as 

reflected in Article 2 letter G of the PPLH Law, embodies the principle of ecological 

justice. It stipulates environmental protection and management to be executed in a 

manner that is fair and equitable for all citizens, both within and across generations. 

This regulatory framework emphasizes distributive justice, stressing the criticality 

of community access to resources (Subagiyo et al., 2017). In addition, through the 

PWP3K Law, Spatial Planning Law, and Job Creation Law, Indonesia has instituted 

a system of laws and regulations for managing coastal areas. The success of this 

integrated and sustainable coastal area management system is contingent upon the 

establishment and adherence to spatial planning policies. 

 

However, while regulatory laws are essential, they may not suffice in achieving the 

delicate balance between environmental conservation and societal welfare. 

Additional strategies, such as community-tourism-based product development, 

serve as integral components of a robust and holistic management system. By 

embedding the principles of ecological justice into tourism activities, community-

tourism-based development fosters a sense of responsibility and ownership among 

local communities, leading to more sustainable practices. 

 

The assertion that restriction is the sole pathway to environmental conservation and 

management is a narrow perspective. While legal restrictions are undeniably 

important, they should coexist with initiatives designed to promote sustainability, 

local participation, and equitable resource distribution. A truly effective 

management system should be comprehensive, incorporating both regulatory 

measures and community-based strategies. 

 

It's important to acknowledge that the lessons gleaned from this analysis are specific 

to the unique characteristics and legislative environment of Indonesia, a maritime 

country. However, the key principles and strategies of this approach—sustainable 

development, ecological justice, and community involvement—could inspire other 

countries, regardless of their legislative environments or geographical contexts. The 

specifics of the approach might need to be customized to fit the unique challenges 

and needs of each location, be it coastal, inland, or mountainous. 
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In terms of applicability, it's pertinent to note that each type of tourist destination 

may require distinct regulatory frameworks based on its unique ecosystem and 

conservation requirements. For instance, laws such as the Conservation of 

Biological Natural Resources and Their Ecosystems Law (No. 5 of 1990) and the 

Forestry Law (No. 14 of 1999) are tailored to address the needs of national parks 

and forest areas (Reindrawati et al., 2022: 919-937). While the overarching 

objective of these laws aligns with that of coastal area management—promoting 

sustainability and ecological justice—their specifics are tailored to the unique needs 

of the respective ecosystems. 

 

To achieve sustainable development, the natural ecosystems must be utilized in a 

way that does not undermine their ability to benefit human life. The concept of 

sustainable development, which extends to ecological, socio-economic-cultural, 

socio-political, as well as legal and institutional dimensions, necessitates laws and 

regulations that encourage citizens to exercise self-control to prevent environmental 

harm. 

 

In this light, an ethic of sustainable development is necessary to guide society in a 

positive direction and establish a sense of order. Such ethical guidelines can also 

serve as a means of community renewal, given that they resonate with the 

community's needs. The creation of norms for coastal area management necessitates 

basing them on legal norms that are more specific than previous general 

arrangements or address gaps in the existing legislative and regulatory frameworks. 

Herein, the government, the public, and the private sector have roles to play as 

stakeholders in promoting an integrated and sustainable coastal area management 

regulatory system, thereby achieving ecological justice. 

 

As a result, the development of a coastal area management regulatory system is 

crucial for tourism development in Indonesia. This study underscores the necessity 

of an integrated approach to environmental management that leverages both 

regulatory standards and community-based strategies. Although the specifics of this 

approach are tailored to Indonesia's coastal areas, the key principles can inspire and 

guide the development of environmental management strategies in diverse contexts 

worldwide. In addition, to ensure the sustainability of development with an 

environmental perspective, it is necessary to establish a legal basis for coastal spatial 

planning regulations based on Pancasila and the 1945 Constitution. This will ensure 

that coastal spatial planning policies provide certainty, benefit, and justice in society 

and the state, thereby upholding the principles of ecological justice and sustainable 

development. 
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6 Limitations and further study 

 

Despite the thorough investigation conducted in this study, there are a few 

limitations to be noted. First, the evaluation of the effectiveness of current 

legislation relies heavily on the available literature and might be influenced by the 

limited number of research studies on the topic. Second, the analysis does not 

include a comprehensive field study or the perspectives of all stakeholders involved 

in coastal management, which could potentially provide more nuanced insights. 

 

Given these limitations, future research should aim to address these gaps. Field 

studies and surveys could be conducted to gather first-hand data on the 

implementation and effectiveness of the existing laws and regulations. Additionally, 

interviews with various stakeholders, such as government officials, environmental 

organizations, and local communities, could provide a more comprehensive 

understanding of the issues and potential solutions. Comparative studies could also 

be valuable, looking at the coastal management strategies of other countries and 

determining whether their approaches could be adapted to Indonesia's unique 

coastal ecosystems. 
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